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2 | GC tures, the title of Labourers 1s Math.10; 37, 
LO ENALSN I, one, to ſhew that they ſhould 28, 

Ei » be labourers, yea, ſore labou- 

ry - agg cs, labouring to wearinefle and 1.Cor.z.g. 
fainting. Such a one was the Author of this fol. Jl 


* owing Treatiſe , who before God ilenced him (by ;,Tim. 5. 17, 
his affliting and chaſtiſing hand) was as frequent and 
conſtant in the worke of the miniſteric as any of his 


A 3 brethren, 
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brethren,and afterward was not idle, nor viiprofitable 
in priuate, as, both the daily reſolutions and fatisfati. 
ons which many ( both Miniſters 8& people reſorting 
to him ) recciued from him, and alſo this following 
Treatiſe, with two others farre larger then this (the 
one ſhewing what a true viſible Church, the other 
whar predeſtination is ) doe ſufficiently giue witneſle 
ynto. The occaſion of this and the other aforeſaid la- 
bours of his,was this ; Diuers of his people reſorting 
to him arſundry times, for reſolution in diuers queſt» 
ons, he defired them to thinke of ſome quelſtions, 
wherein they moſt defired fatisfaRtion, and he would 
(as Godſhould enable him ) giue anſwerethereto,by 
way of an Eucning exerciſe, which motion with 
much toy they accepted of, and through the good 
hand and adlnce of God ( who certainly moued 
the one to motion, the other to accept and make 
choice)they made choice in the firſt and ſecond place 
of theſe two maine and fundamental! Queſtions : 
Firſt, Whar is God : Secondly, Whar is Chriſt. The 
Dodtrine whereof is the ſubie matter of this enſuing 
Treatiſe, an argument high and excellent, and of ne- 
ceſſity to be knowne in ſome good meaſure of all that 
will be ſaued. How diſcreetly,and warily,orthodox- 
ally,fully, ( though briefely) and plainely,to the capa- 
Citie of the mcaneſt,theſe two profound heads of Di- 
vinitie be handlcd in this enſuing Treatiſe, I need not 
ſay, it will appeareto cuerie Iudicious and Chriſtian 
Reader, I make bould to dedicate it to your worſhip, 
» Firſt, roteſtifie my vnfained thankefulneſſe to you for 
your loue and kindneſſe to me,and all good Miniſters 
in our Countrey, of whom I haue cuer obſerued you 
to 


Dedicatorie. 


to be a louer and fauourer,a thing pleaſing to God 
and all good men,and it is no matter whom it diſplea- 
ſeth, ſo God be pleaſed with it. Secondly, to teſtifie 
my deſire of pn —_ in Grace, and in the true 
knowledge of God, and of Ieſus Chriſt, whom to 
know is erernall life, which this Booke through Gods 
bleſſing vpon your reading of it, will helpe you in. 
Which that ir may doe,and for all good vnto your 
worſhip, I will pray to the Father of Lights, from 
whom euerie good and. perfeR gift cometh, In 
whom TI reſt, | 


at your worlhips 


command, 


William HotnznooxEs 


To the Reader. 
N Naerftand ( Chriftian Reader ) that 
w\ this following T reatiſe, and the other 
i two before named in the Epiitle Dedi- 
J)| catorie, were giuen by the Authour (as | 
they were penned by his owne hand ) 
3)! certaine yeeres before his death, wnto | 
| one of his Flocke and charge, who be- | 
ffowed the ſame wpon me , and I being deſirous of the com- 
+. mon good, hane publiſhed this for the preſent. Bleſſe God 
for it,c+ all meanes of thy Spirituallgood, labour to profit 
by it. in the true knowledze of God and Chriit, which 
thou ha#t fully and plainly opened to thee herein, Forget 
not to let him haue a place in thy prayers, that prayeth 
daily for thee and all the people of God, 


William Hortrrooks 
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I. Queſtion. 

What # God ? 
eAnſw. 


\ 25 Vcha Queſtion was onceasked Cerro dr nun 
by King Hiero of a learned wiſe 41. 


Heathen Simonides , who de- 
manded one daies reſpite tode- 
liberate vponit : the King as- 
ked him the ſame queſtion the 
next day , then the Poee asked 
two dates reſpite : and ſo the 
third day, foure daies reſpite, ſtill doubling the num- 
ber of the daies formerly demanded, The Kg mar- 
ueiled at it, and asked him why hedealr ſo with him; 


"the Poee anſwered plainly, Becauſe(faith he) the lon- 


gerI conſider and ſtudie ypon it,the darker in my ſee- 
ming the matter is. A modeſt Anſwer, well befitting 
a wile man ; though: preſumptuous at the firſt , not 
doubting but by his wit and-ſtudic he could atraine 
to the vnderſtanding of any thing, cuen of God him- 
ſelfe : yet modeſt at thelaſt, ingenuouſly acknow- 


ledging his owne inſufficiencieto reſolue ſuch a deepe 
B diuine 


2 of God, of Chriſt: 
divine queſtion. And ſurely no maruel] that this wiſe 
Heathen hauing no other outward helpes but the 
booke of the Creatures,and the writings of other na- 
turall men, ſuch as himſclfe was, nor any other in- 
ward helpe, but thelight of Nature, andthe com- 
mon gifts of the Spirit, did giue oucrthe purſuite of 
this profound Queſtion in the plaine field. But we, 
who through Gods mercy are referued to theſe lat- 
ter times, haue better meanes without vs, the booke 
of the Scriptures, and the labours of many ſpirituall 
and fanified men ; and better mcanes and helpes 
within vs too, the Spirit of grace and illumination, 
that acquaints vs in ſome meaſure , euen with the ſe- 
crets of God; and therefore we mult not ſo giue ouer 
this matter as he did, bur caſt about it with all dili- 
gence, and yet in all humilitic too, and ſee how we 
may finde and framea modeft and diuine Anſiyer to 
this 41gh and heauenly demaund. 

Firſt therefore, that we may the better conceiue 
and profit by this Queſtion, we are to conſider (be- 
fore we come to the Anſwer thereof) of two gene. 
rall + erm to the ſame, for as none of Gods 
buſineſles, ſo ſpecially not this concerning his owne 
Mrieſtie and being, is to be vndertaken with vyn- 
waſhen hands, that is, without due preparation of 
heart and affeQions going before. The firſt generall 
preparation is, how we ought to cſteeme of this Que- 
ſtion : The ſecond, with what cautions and limitati- 
ons we are to proceede therein. 

In the firſt we are to conſider theſe particulars : 


confderable Firſt, that it is ſome ſiſpition of Curioſitic to ſeeke 


wha Godis, the brightneſſe and perfeRiqn of Gods Eflence (for 


into ſuch an high point ; if cither we ſeeke to know 


that 


- 
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that God hath not reucaled at all) or the full and pet- The firſt: and 
fedt ſtate of his properties and workes , (for God ® fur par: 


hath not reucaled them bur in ſome meaſure) It is cu. 
riofitic inexcuſable : What ? Are we not content to 
know that God is, and that he is holy, wile, iuſt, 8c. 
but we muſt diue into the bottomleſſe depth of his 
Eſſence 2 Reachnot too 41gh,for feare of a ſhameful 


fall. 
Secondly, that it is cafic to erre in defyning what 


God is. Errour creepes in quickly vpon vs in the eafi- FideZeged.he, 
on, yea cuen inworldly 36: 


eſt and loweſt points of _ 
things, how much more in heauenly, and (o in this 
the heauenlieſt of all 2 God is fo pure, ſpirituall, glo. 
rious ; we ſo yncleane, carnall, blinds, that either in 
the exceſſe. we goe too farre, orin the defe wee 
come too ſhort , either on the right hand, fawningly 
perſivaded ſomewhat of God in fauour of him, 
which yet he is not; or on the left hand, peruerſly not 
beleeuing ſomewhat of him which indeede he is. It 
is caſie to fall from an high ſtceepe pitch ; and this be- 
ing ſo 47gh a pitch, it is caſte torake a fall at it. 
Thirdly, that errors mthis point are very dange. 
rous, and,if they be defended, damnable ; the point 
being a moſt fundamental! point of our Faith, the er- 
rors herein muſt be fundamenrall roo, thar is,ſuch as 
cur vs off from the foundation, not cuery little miſta» 
king, but errour herein wilfully defended : Ir is as 
much as our Soulcs are worth, like little flies buſie a- 
bour the bright candle, but they burne for it : ſome 
are blaſphemers by it, as Baſilides, and the Gnoſftiches, 
and ſome are Idolaters ,.ercting in their thoughts a 
Notion of God, which isnot God, andtherefore an 


Idoll, | 
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may and muſt 


know & ſeeke 


to know what 
God is, 
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Fourthly , that ir is impoſſible to finde that wee 
ſeeke, that is, any Subſtantiall or Eſſentiall knowledge 
of God as the Schooles ſpeake : neither is there any 
definition to be framed of him, for he is Infinite, no 
Genes, for there is go thing of larger content then 
God himſelfe , neither is there differentia ſperifica, 
ſpecificall differencein this caſe; for there is not a ſpe- 
Cificall difference of cuery particular man, much leſle 
of God, who is indiuidually one : he comprehends 
the world within his fiſt, and how can himſelfe be 
wholly comprehended in any definition ? It is one 
of his knowne Attributes, that he is incomprehenſt- 
ble; Godisnor ſeee, ſaith the Apoſtle, 1.7 im.6. 16. 
thatis, he is not to be comprehended as he is. 

Laſtly, yet it is of neceſlary vc, and therefore may 
and muſt be ſought into : Firſt, to ſtop the mouthes 
of cauilling Aduerfaries, thatare ſtill inſulting ouer 
vs,faying, Who,what,where « your God: as vpbraiding 
vs, that we belecuc in a falſe God, or atleaſt ſuch-a 
one as we know not our ſelues : Secondly, to ſtay 
and fatisfie our owne reaching thoughts, for the mat- 
ter concerningthe ſaluation of our Soules, we muſt 
haue ſome certaitie obieRto ſettle our thoughts vp- 
on, elſe we ſhall neuer be at reſt : Thirdly, for our 
direRion in our worſhip and ſcruice of God, which 
muſt be anſwerable as to his Will, foto his Nature 
too, Joh, 4, 24. Gods 4 Spirit, and they that worſhip 
bim, muſt worſhip him in _— and Truth. Corporall 
gods muſt haue cor worſhip ; and a fpirituall 
God muſt haue a ſpirituall worſhip ; but our God is 
a Spirit , and therefore muſt haue a ſpirituall wor- 
ſhip. It is horrible blindnefſe to worſhip an vaknowne 
Godas the Athenians did, CAs 17, 23. and isallo 
xeprooued 


4* 
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reproued of our Sauiour, ohn 4. 22, Ye worſhip that 
which ye know not, and this makes vs reſolute in his ſer- 
vice, when we know who it is we ſcrue, 2. Tim. 1.12, 
1 know whom 1 haue beleened, 

In the ſecond generall preparation,we are to conſi- 
der with what cautions and limitations we are to pro- 


dangerous, wee had need to take great heed how wee 


deale in ir, 
The firſt caution is this, That it is ſafer by negation 


to ſay,what God is not,then by affirmation poſitiuely P-mſe. kb.r, 
(4P.12, ' 

! : Cicerolib, 1, de 

ble, not corruptible, &c. And in this courſe the holy nemwr. drown. | 


Ghoſt hath gon before vs, 7.7 /m.r.17, Now vnto the ——— I". 
7.90, Lil! | 


ro ſay what he is , as to ſay,he is not morrall, nor viſt- 


King eutrlaiting ,immortall, inuiſible,&rc, And 1.Tim, 
6.10, (He dwels in that light which none can attaine 
vnto, where the reaſon is added, why hee cannot bee 
ſeene, becauſe the light that ſhould ſhow him to vs is 
vnacceſſible, Tits 1. 2, «avs Non ſicut home,that is, 
He cannot lye,he is not as man that he ſhould 1ye,as it 
is,Numwb.2319.) Like as a Carpenter in making of an 
Image, pares off on cuerie fide,and that which is re- 
maining is an Image : So inſaying what God is nor, 
weſhall ſee whar he is ; and as this 1s the ſafeſt way, ſo 
tis the fitreſt way. For all things being denied of 
him whichare incident to the creatures, he is thereby 
acknowledged ſingular, and infinitely fuperiour to 
them all : not but that many things may be pofitiuely 
pronounced of God too,but the other is the ſafeſt and 
ficreſt courſe. | 
Secondly, in ſaying what God is, we muſt keepe 
our ſelues-within he bounds and- compaſle of Gods 
word: forthatwhich God ſpcakethi of himſelfe, we 
B 3 may 
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cced herein, For the matter being ſo difficult and general pre- 
paration, & in 
our lecking to 
know God, 
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iS) 


6 Of God,of Chrif. 


may freely and ſafely ſpeake ; and that which hee 
ſpeakes not, is but a fable and deuice of mans braine, 
None can teſtifie of God but himſelfe; therefore the 
Prophet ſaith, Hab.:.20.T he Lord « in hs holy Temple. 
The Prophet ſends them to ſecke God in his holy 
Temple, that is,to his Word ſounding in his Temple, 
 Andour Saviour ſaith, Search the Scriptures, loh.g.z9. 
Studie the Word, and pray for the Spirit, and he will 
keepe thee within a good ſcantling, 

Thirdly, that though wee keepe our {elues within 
the bounds of the Word, yet wee ſhall know bur in 
part. 1.Cor,13.12, Now we ſee through a glaſſe darkely, 
but then ſhall we ſee face to face : now I know in part, but 
then ſhall I know as I am knowen, The perfe&t know- 
ledge of God is reſpited to another lite, 7. lohp 3. 2. 
T hen we ſhall ſee hims «s he is : yet we know ſo much of 
him herezas ſhall ſcrue for our ſaluation, Moſes, who 
ſaw God and ſpake to him, Exo4. 33. 171. face to face, 
exen as 4 man ſpeaketh to his friend. And there aroſe not 
4 Prophet in Iſrael like unto him,whom God knew face ts 
face, Deut, 34. 19, Yethe was (tinted and ſaw but his 
hinder parts, Exod.z 3.20.23. Nay the Angels in Hea- 
uen ſee him not as he is, 

Fourthly,that little which wee doe know of God, 
we muſt embrace it with humble ſubmiſſion atid holy 
admuation;notas comprehending it, but as rather be- 
ing comprehended by it ; not- as thon or thy vnder- 
ſtanding being maſter of it ( as it is of other notices ) 
but as it maſtering and ſubduing thy vnderſtanding. 
Earthly things we vnderſtand one way,heauenly ano- 
ther: Earthly:things we maſter and ſubdue to our vn- 
derſtandings; :heauenly things ſubdue and maſter our 
ynderſtandings vnto them... So then;-whar wee know 

"* : [#4 
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of God, wee know it rather as being comprehended 
of it,then comprehending it, according to the ſpeech 
of the A poſtle,Gal.z, 9, But now ſeeing ye know God,or 
rather are knowne of God, And 7ohn r0. 14, 1 know 
mine, 

The fifth caution is,that ſtill wee muſt looke into ir $ 
with the eye of Faith,and not of Reaſon : for Reaſon 
is too. blind, or elſe roo-{awcie to conceiue of God. 
Some things thou ſhalt heare, Bur ſeeno reaſon of 
them, yet belecue them, becauſe the Word ſaith ir is 
ſo. Other things thou maiſt rhinke there is great rea» 
ſon forgyet belecuc them nor, except the Word, the 
rule of Faith, reueale them. 

The ſixth. and laſt caution, is this, that we muſt 6 
ſearch into this myſterie only ſo farre forth as ir tends (7%. ſin. Bl 
to build vp our Faith in Chriſt, and holineſſe of life : ** **®* | 
for howſocuer the knowledge of God istro be ſought 
after for it ſelfe,it being of ſuch excellencie as ir is;yer 
God will accept of no knowledge of himſelfe in man, 
but ſuch as is profitable for man to Faith and obedi- 
ence. John 4. 24. God ts 4 Spirit,and they that worſhip 
him,mowft worſhip him in Spiritand Truth, The know- 
ledge that God is a Spiritzis idle, except it be applied 
to Gods ſeruice. Take theſe two rules in this caſe ; 
Firſt,never thinke nor looke ypon God, but in the face 
of Iefus Chriſt. 195# 14.9. He that hath ſeene me,hath 

ſeene the Father, &c, Thus God lookes vpon vs in 
Chriſt,and therfore we muſt looke vpon God in him, 
as he is our Mediatour, and behold him in his merit, 
and obedience,and this giues great illuminarion. Ir is 
Chriſt that came our of the boſome of the Father, 

that reueales him vnto vs,10/n 7.18, 


The ſecond rule, is this, that the knowledge which 
By wee 
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we haueof God,muſt nor be onely ſpeculatiue in the 
braine, but muſt paſſe into the heart, to be put into 
praiſe in our conuerſation, elſe the Deuill will excell 
vs, for he hath more ſpeculatiue knowledge then wee 
haue, 
And ſo much for the two generall preparations, 
| * Now we come tothe queſtion it ſelfe : and herein, to 
auoid longſomneſle and confuſion, becauſe definitions 
muſt be both ſhort and orderly; we will con{ider God 
in theſe foure reſpeRs, and from eueric one of them 
bs | frameananſwertothis queſtion. I take this courſe, 
| iosconk. Decauſe T deſire hereby to open a paſſage to the whole 
| derablein DodCtrine concerning God. Firſt then wee will conſi- 
[ God, der God in his Eſſence. Secondly, in his Subſiſtence, 
— Thirdly inhis Attributes & Properties. And fourthly, 
in his Oftice and Workes. And to one of theſe foure 
heads may be reduced whatſocuer we know concer- 
ning God. 
f Firſt in his Eſſence; for an Eſſence God hath,though 
we know it not, yet it muſt 8& may be rightly affirmed 
of him, The Creatures haue their Eflence,and it is a 
part of their perfection; ſo that if God hauenot his 
Eſſence, the' Creatures goe beyond their Creatour, 
which is blaſphemous, Yea all Creatures haue their 
Eſſence from him, therefore he muſt needs haue an 
Effence himſelfe. 
This conſidered, God is a Spzrituall ſubſtance or 
being of himſelfe. Firſt,God is a Spirituall ſubſtance, 
&c., Wemightſay in the Negatiue, God is an Incor- 
poreall ſubſtance, that he hath no bodie ; but becauſe 
God hath ſpoken affirmatiuely of himſelfe, ſo may 
we too,7ohn 4.34. Godis a Spirit,and here ( that we 
may not fort him with any thing elſe, for hee hath no 
match ) 


54% cas win, {© Mt. 
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match ) wee muſt learne a rule that concernes this ur 
whole DoQrine of God, and thar is this, That what. q: 


ſocuer is affirmed of God, which is alſo communica- "Mt 
bleto the Creatures, the ſame muſt be vnderſtood by Kyperaneth.8g if (1 
a kind of excellencie and fingularitic aboue the reſt, 1't 
Angels are Spirits, and the Soules of men are Spirits ; 
but God is a Spirit by a kind of excellencie or ſingula- 
ritie aboue all Spirits : he is the Father of Spirits; the 
Authour of Spirits,and indeed the Spirit of Spirits. 
Secondly,God is a Sub#ance or berng, although the 
word we Subſtance or being,be not vſcd in Scripture, 
(but was deuiſed and taken yp ſome 360 yeeres after 
Chriſt by the Nycere Fathers,to cleere the difference 
berwixt Perſon and Subſtance in God. For (ſaid ſome 
Heretickes ) It Chriſt be God of the ſame Subſtance 
& being with the Father, the when Chriſt was incar- 
nate,the Father was incarnatealſo.No faid the Oriho- 
doxe, for though he be of the ſame Subſtance with 
the Father, yer is he nor the ſame Perſon. So this word 
was then deuiſed of purpoſe to auoid hereſie : ) yet it 
hath good warrant from-Gods owne mouth, Ex04.z. 
14. Where he faith! aw that Tam, That is, I am a be- | 
ing, and not ſo onely, but 7chonah alſo comes from a rid. Auenlex, | 
root, that ſignifies to be,and ſo to be,as that he was,is, | 
and ſhall be, from all eternitie, to all eternitie, accor- 
ding to that in Reael.r.4, Which was, and Which is,and 
Which i to come, And ſuch a being he is,as in compa- 
riſoh of him, all other beings areno beings. 
Laſtly,God is of himſelfe, for ſo indeed the word 1 
ar intends, that is, I am of and by my ſelfe,nothin 
contributing to my being. To this purpoſe are cheſs 
places of Scripture, Pſalme 90,2.Before the Mountaines 
were made ,and before thou haddeſt formed the eagth -= 
C ihe 


a wo 


Reaſon, 
I 


£ 


P ſes. 


Ld 


Mypermeth, 


Pet, Martir, 
LocCom, p.1 Fo 
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:e world, eutn. from euerlaiting to euerlafting thou art 
our God. Rewel.r.8.1 am, Alpha and 0 mega,the beginning 
and the ending,ſaith the Lord, &c. tajah 4413. Who 
hath -initructed the Spirit of the Lord-7 0x wa* his Coun- 
cellor or taught him? There was none before him,to 
eiue to him, or tq.communicate any thing to his be- 
ing.therefore heis of himſelte. Acts 17.25. He grnes ro 
all life, and breath; and all things, therefore nothing 
contiibutes vnto him. Rom 11.34.3530. For who hath 
knowne the mind. of the Loyd? or who was his cogncellor? 
or who hath ginen vnto hins firit, and he:ſball be recom. 


penced * For of him,and.through him,and for him are 


all things, c. therefare-God is of himſele.Gen.r7.r. 
I am God all-ſuff icient, that. is, of my ſelfe, needing no 
other Creature to contribute ynto me, but contri- 
buting to allCreatures. | 
T be Reaſons and F ſes of theſe points follow. 
And firſt; that God is a Spirit,the Reaſon is,becauſe 


- a Spiritisthe beſt, higheſt,and pureſt Nature ; and we 


know enen in our owne vnderſtandings:, that, that 
which is moſ} carthly,is moſtbaſe. God: then/being 
rhe moſt excellent and higheſt Nature, muſt needs be 
a Spirit t00. 

Secondly, elſe he cannot be euerie where, for a bo- 
die is comprehended in acertaine place, 

The firſt Vſeis to reprooue thoſe Heretickes, the 
Anthropomorphites,that would make God to bea man 
becauſe he hath the parts of a-man attributed to him 


8 in the Scripture , as Eyes, Hands,&c. But this is no 


good reaſon, for theſe are attributed ro God, becauſe 
there are ſome gffects in God, which are anſwerable 
ro the effects of theſe partsin man ;z and therefore an 
Eye is attributed to God,becauſeas it is the effet of 
an 
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an Eye to ſce and behold ; ſo God by his prouidence 
beholdeth all things : and fo his worke 1s called his 
Hand, becauſe it is the effe& of the Hand to worke : 
and {o he is ſaid ro haue an Eare, becauſe he conrinual- 
ly heareth the prayers of his Children, not that God 
hath any ſuch parts, for he is a Spirit. 

The {econd vſe,is againſt Paptſts,that worſhip God 2 

in Images, which is groſſe Idolatry , forbidden by {4 Mfr, 
Godin Dexteronomie 4.15,106. Te ſaw n0 Image in the O_o 
aay that the Lord ſþake to you in Horeb,therefore corrupt 
not your ſelues in making you 4 gragen Image, 0r the ree 
preſentation of any figure, whetbex it be male or female, 
And 1/ay 40.18. Towhom then will you liken God, or 
what ſemilitude will ye ſet vp unto him? Andfoit re- 
prooues all carnall worſhippers,that giue vnto God an 
outward bodily worſhip onely. God is a Spirit, and 
therefore we muſt giue him a Spirituall worſhip, wee 
muſt WY him with our hearts and Spirits, as well 
as with our bodies, this yſe our Sauiour makes of it, 
Tohn 4.24.God « 4 Spirit therefore warſhip him in Spirit 
and Truth. 

Then ſecondly, that God is a Subſtance or being, 
the reaſon is ; Firſt becauſe all things ſubſift in him, as 
in their Foundation, therefore himſelte is a Sub- 
ſtance, 

Secondly, himſelfe hath many properties, as Iuſt, 

Holy, 8c. and therefore a Subſtance. 

The firſt Vſe, Secing God is atrue or ſubſtantiall 7/e. c, 
being, wee muſt nor call into queſtion, wherher there 
bea God orno,as the Atheiſts and Philoſophers haue 
done; that affirme,that Gods name is but a bare. Title, 
a_bug-Beare to keepe men in awe, as Plinins S!ridas 
ſaid. Burttheſethat do thus deny and derideGod here, 

C 2 ſhall 
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: þ 
| 


' 


Reaſon f, 


2 


12 of God,of Chriſt, 
ſhall feele'in Hell, that there is a God. 

i The ſecond Ve, is againſt Hyppocrites, that make 
God-bura Shaddow,in that they thinke he 1s ſatisfied 
and ſerued with an outward ſhaddow of worſhip. 
Bur they arc deceiued, for God is a Subſtance,and 
therefore will haue a truc and ſubſtantiall worſhip. 

Laſtly;that God isof himſelte, the reaſon is , 

Firſt, becauſe he made all things elſc;,Ger.1.7.there- 
fore he muſt needs be of himlſelte, 

Secondly,elſc there had bin no abſolute beginning, 
forif God be'not of himſelte, then there was ſome- 


.what:before: him: to contribute to'him ;, and then 


there muſt be ſomewhat before that ro contribute to 
it,and ſo we ſhould run in /;fin:;t#m.. But nothing con- 
tributes to God,therefore he is of himſclfe, 

The fitſtvſe,isro teach vsto reſt fully and abſolute. 
ly-vpon him alone for all things. 

The ſecond vie is, againſt the fooliſh Popiſh ſottiſh- 
neſſe of many thatrhinke they gratifie God,as giving 
him ſomewhat whenthey obey him. Silly wretches, 
God hath no nced of them nor their ſerniceneither, 
he takes nothing of them for himſclfe;all rhar he takes 
of vs is this, to accept in good part our poore ſeruice, 
and for Chriſts ſake to be pleaſed with vs, 1/as. 43.25. 
Pſalme 50. 12. God hath nonecd of vs, for all the 
world 1s his, and all that therein is, he is of himſclfe, 
and nothing that we can doe,can profit him. 

Now in the ſecond place wee are to confider of 
God in his Subſiſtance, which ſome call the manner 
of his being, vr/me, (this is a matter of great impor- 
tance, and therefore I would defire you in Gods 
name to be very attentiue to it) Gods Eſſence differs 
from his ſubſiſtence, atleaſt in our apprehenſion ; his 
Eſſence 


ws wo, wy ws, wand 
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Eſſence is one thing, his ſubſiſtenceis another ; his ef- 
ſence, that is, his being ; his ſubſiſtance, that is, the 
manner of his being ; this difference wee muſt make 
for our owne apprehenſion and capacity , for both 
theſe are one in God : I ſay the eſſence of God is his 
abſolute being in himſelfe ; his ſu2/e/tapce imports his 
being, as it is atrended with certaine effentiall, inter- 
nall , and. incommunicable properties. To make it 
plaine by a {tmilitude, and from a ſmaller matter ro 
concciue a greater, A man hath his eſſence, and his 
ſubſiſtence ; a mans eflence 1s his being, conliſtineg of 
matter and forme, of body and ſoule , his ſubſiſtence 
is his ſo being, with certatne accidents belonging to 
him, as that he is high or lowe, blacke or white ; bur 
God is infinitely otherwiſe then man, as hauing nei» 
ther compolition, nor accidents. 

Now we come to the definition, thus conſidered ; 
God is a ſpirituall ſubſtance, ſubſiſting by certaine ſe. 
uerall properties, in three diſtinct perſons, the Father, 
Sonne, and holy Ghoſt , cucry one of theſe phraſes 
needs a ſeuerall illuſtration ; the firſt thing hereto be 
expounded is the ſubſiſtence of God ; forthe open- 
ing of this point wee muſt know that ſome Diuines 
confound theſe things, and make ſubſtance to be ſub. 
ſiſtence, and ſubſiſtence to be properties, and proper- 
ties to be perſons, and perſons to beſubſtance,and yer 
many of them hold the ſame truth with vs in ſence, 
though not in word, but theſe termes as we propound 
them, rightly vnderſtood, are the ſafeſt, fimpleſt, and 
plaineſt vnfolding of this myſteric ; And therefore 
beforeI come to the matter it ſelfe, I muſt acquaint 
you with theſe things ; Firſt, that the bleſſed Trinicie 
15 entire within it ſelfe, and cannot be illuſtrated, nor 
2x recene 
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receiueany helpe from any thing elſe, becauſe ſuch 
things are not elſewhere to be tound, rhey muſt be 
expreſſed mutually by themſelues, and one of them 
de(cribed by the other, as ſubſtance by perſon, per. 
ſon by propertie, &C. and ſo ina circle, which al- 
though it be abſurd in other things which are finite, 
yer in theſe things which are znfi»zte it is moſt nece(- 
ſary, becauſe they cannot otherwiſe be explained. 
Secondly , vnderſtand that theſe rermes of Perſon, 
Property, Subſtſtance, 8c. were deuiſed by the Fa- 
thers 300. yeares after Chriſt of purpoſe, ro meete 
with certaine Heretiques, and to make cleare the arti- 
cle of their faith in the bleſſed Trinitie, Thirdly,that 
therefore weare not to expect any expreſle Scripture 
for proofe of theſe termes , yer the things in cffec&t 
may be proued out of Gods word, 

Theſe things premiſed, we come to tell you what 
theſe termes are in themſelues. Firſt, for Subſiftaxce., 
What is that 7 It is the being of the diuine nature in 
ſuch or ſuch a perſon, A Perſop is the diuine nature 
ſpecified by ſuch or ſuch a property. A Property, is 
thar internall efſentiall relation to the diuine nature, 
whereby the perſons haue ſuch and ſuch ſubſiſtance, 
The property in the Trinity 1s to beget, tobe begotten, 
to n__ It 1s the property of the Father to beger, 
of the Sonne to be begotten, of the holy Ghoſt ro 
proceed. A {ubſiſtanceis the being of Godin ſuch or 
ſuch a perſon, as in the Father, Sonne,or holy Ghoſt. 
A perſon is the diuine nature ſpecified by ſuch or 
ſuch a property, as of the Father to beger, the Sonne 
to be begorren, the holy Ghoſtro proceed : A pro- 
* perty is that internall relation whereby the Father 
begets, the Sonne is begotten, &c, and ſo much of 
ſ{ub- 
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ſubſiſtence : now of the properties. By certaine ſe. 
ucrall Propertics, I ſay ſeucrall, for there are certaine 
properties whercin they all communicate, as good- 
neſle,and mercie,&c.bur theſe admit no communica- 
tion,but that which is athrmed of the one is flatly de- 
nied of the other,as to beget is afthrmed of theFather, 
yer denied of the other two Perſons, as for example, 
afather begets a ſonne, and vnder God giues him his 
being and Son-hood , but the propertie whereby he 
begets his ſonne 1s peculiar to the father himſelfe, ſo 
in.that cternall. generation God gaue his Sonne, his 
being and his Son-hood, yet the propertic of beget- 
ting, and of being a Father he reſerues to himſelfe. 

Properntes to beger, to be begotten, to proceede, 
they may be called Relations, becauſe they are afhr- 
med of one perſon reſpetiuely to another , as to be- 
get.is the propertic of the Father, and isaftirmed of 
the Father reſpectively to the Sonne that is begotten: 
ſo they may be and are called of ſome workes , be- 
cauſe they conliſt of Ations, as to beget, to be be- 
gotten, to proceede : But whether-ſoeuer of theſe 
wecallthem, we muſt vnderſtand them with theſe 
differences, that they be internall and eſſential; firſt, 
they be internall to diſtinguiſh them from workes that 
areexternall, as Creation, Redemption, Sandtificati- 
on, theſe are properties too, but they are not mcere- 
ly internall, but are externally exerciſed by God to- 
wards the Creatures : ſecondly, they be eflentiall 
properties of the very Eſſence of God in ſuch and 
ſuch a Perſon, 

We come to the laſt part of the Definition. 7» 
three diſtin# perſons, &e. three, ſo many and no more: 
diſtinft the ſubſtance and nature of Godis one and 
a the 
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the ſame, the perſons are diſtin and diuers : the 
Father is God, and the Sonne is God, and the holy 
Ghoſt is God, but-yetthe Father is not the Sonne, 
northe Sonne is not the Father, 8&c. But how can 
they be three, and yer but one, diſtinguiſhed and yer 
the ſame? we may ſeea glimpſe of this in the Sun, 
there is the body of the Sunne, and the Beames, and 
the Light, all theſe are one in effe, and yer three 
diſtin things. Perſons : A perſon is the diuine na- 
ture ſpecified, by ſuch and ſuch a propertie ; we muſt 
take heede that we vnderſtand not as Sabetics and o. 
ther Heretiques haue done, that the perſons in the 
Godhead are but Offices, for though they haue their 
Offices, yet a perſon is a thing really ſubſiſtent in the 
dinine Nature, which an Office is not : Secondly,we 
muſt not imagine that it is in God, asit is in man, for 
in man we cannot imagine a Perſon, but it muſt be 
materiall with ſuch or ſuch a ſhape; but we muſt 
imagine the Perſons inthe Godhead tobe anſivera- 
ble to the ſubſtance ſubſiſting in it. Immateriall, infi- 
nite and eſſentiall : Ir differs from an-Eſſence, as a 
thing ſpecified and leſſe common, from a thing more 
common and without ſpecification : Then they are 
three diſtin perſons, the Father, Sonne, and'holy 
Ghoſt. 

I ſhallnot neede at this time to enter into their ſe- 
uerall Othces, bur onely fo farre as concernes this de- 
{criprion : The Father is the firſt Perſon of the blcſ(- 
ſed Trinitie, that hath eternally begotten the Sonne 
of himſelfe, Now we ſhall haue proofes out of Gods 
word tor that we ſpeake ; the proofe of this is in P/al. 
2. 7. T ho art my Sonnt, this day hane 1begotten thee. 
The Sonne is the ſecond Perſon of the bleſſed Trini- 
tic, 
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ric, eternally begotten of the ſubſtance of his Father : 
The ſame proote in Pſat, 2, that prooues that the Fa- 
ther begot, prooues alſo that the Sonne is begotten 
of the Father : And 70h» 7, 29, bur I know him, for ! 
am of him, and he hath ſent mee, 

The holy Ghoſt is the third Perſon of the bleſſed 
Trinity,eternally proceeding from the Father and the 
Sonne. lohn 15. 26. But when the Comforter ſhall come, 
whom 1 will ſend unto you from my Father : But of 
theſe ſeuerally in their owne places, 

Now we haue paſt through the parts of the De- 
ſcription, for our turther inſtrution, I will gather 
from hence an-obſeruation, and that is this. God 
hath reucaled himſelfe in his word to be owe God, ſub. 
ſiſting in three diſtin perſons, the Father, Sonne, and 
holy Ghoſt : And this he hath done ſomewhat more 
hiddenly, as in the triple repeating of the ſame name, 
Iſaiah 6.3. Holy, holy, holy. Loyd God of Hoafts, this 
ſomewhat hiddenly ginesvs to vnderſtand, that God 
is one in Eſſence, three in perſons. Orelſe in ſeuerall 
names, as Pſal. 33. 6. By the word of the Lord were the 
Heauens made, and all the Hoits of them by the Breath of 
his mouth : The Loyd, there is the Father : the Word, 
thereis the Sonne ; the breath of his mouth, there is 
the holy Gho#t: And thelikeis in the 2. Sam.23. The 
Spirit of the Lord ſpake by me, &rc. The God of Iſrael — 
ſpake to mee, the ſtrength of Iſrael, ſaid, verſe 3. 

Secondly , more plainly as when ir is expreſlely 
ſ1id, there are three perſons as inthe 1, 70h.5.7. There 
are three which beare record in heagen, the Father, the 
Word, and the holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one, And, 
Math. 28. 19. Baptizing them in the name of the F4- 
ther, and of the Sonne, and of the holy Gho#t. 
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The Reaſons aretheſt(alttiough there beno forcing 
Reaſons to cauſe ir to be ſo, theſe being matters 
without cauſe, yet there are certaine Reaſons to be 
given from the effeQ or conlcquent.) 

Firſt, to diſtinguiſh the true God , from all falſe 
gods in the world, the Turkes, and the Iewes , and 
the Heathen, belecne in one God, burro belecue in 
one God, rhreein perſons, is peculierto the Elect, and 
is ſauing Faith, and true Religion, | 

Secondly, to procure in vsa greater admiration of 
the Maicftic of God, that we might the more admire 
and adore that which we leaſt apprehend. 

Thirdly, tofit our knowledge of his Maieſtie,-to 
the ſundry adminiſtrationswhich he doth exerciſe to- 
wards ys, as namely, the worke of Creation, Re- 
demption, SanRification, &c. 

The vles are theſe, Firſt, this teacheth'vs to praiſe 
the goodneſſe of God, that hath beene pleaſed ſo to 
reucalehimſelfe in his word, how would our mindes 
wandet in blinde vncertainties, and Idolatrous con- 
ceits in Our prayers and meditations of God iPhe had 
notſet vs downe this Reſtin his word,and ſo reuealed 
himſelfe. 

Secondly , we muſt ſo vnderſtand and beleeue in 
him three in one, and one in three, diſtin&tly, bur in- 
ſeperably ; let not the one beate thee from the confi- 
deration of the three,nor let not the three beate thee 
trom the conſideration of the-one, and withour thus 
farre vnderſtanding him,we cannot poflibly be ſaued, 
and withall ſtill obſerue theſe two Rules : Firſt, that 
the Eſſence of Godis wholly in euery one of the per- 
ſons, as the Reaſon, Will, and Memory is all but one 
Soule;and yet cuery one of theſe is the whole Soule, 
for 


for that is indinifible, aug! God is much more indiui- 


ſible, andtherefore the whole Godhead is in euery 


one of the perſons, Secondly, that there is no in- 
equalitie berwixt them in dignitic or ſuperioritie, 
none of themis before, or after another., bur as they 
are all of one and the ſame ſubſtance, ſoare they all 
equall in power,dignitie, and authoritic, for nothing 
can 'y hieherthen God, and euery one of them are 
God. | 

Thirdly, thenwe muſt ſo worſhip him z ler this be 


your obict in your Meditations , and fit your Faiths, 


to theſe andno other tenures , one God in ſubſtance, 
three in perſon, and ſo we muſt fir our Obedience 
and likewiſe in prayers and thankeſgiuings, according 
tothe example of the Apoſtle Paul, who mentions 
three perſons in praycr. 2. Cor.1 3.13.7 Legrace of our 
Lord leſus chrif, and the loue of God the Father , and 
the Communion of the holy Ghoſt ,be with you all, Amen: 
and this maketh againſt diuers, as Sabeiius, Hermo- 
genes, Praxeas, Vigel. 27. Hyper. 104. 


The third reſpe& that we are to confider of God Why they be 
in, is in his attributes, or properties ; and firſt of their - -_ Actri- 


name why they are ſo called, they are tearmed 47#r1- 
buzes, becauſe they are affirmed of God in his word, 
and aſcribed dire&ly co him : ' Secondly., men and 
Angels,and all the Creatures in their kinde,doe freely 
yeeld him theſe things, and the honour of them,as his 
owne due. : Thirdly, it is nodiſparagement to God, 
but indeede his truc honour, thatſuch things are fpo- 
ken of him, 

And they are called Properties , becauſe they ar 
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& Why they be | 
called Pro. 


peculiarro his Maieſtic,and are ſo in him,as that they percies, 


are not ſo.in any creature :: Secondly, we areto con- 
D 2. ſider 
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fider what theſe properties are, they are hard to be 

defined, but God would not haue vs without the 

knowledge of rhem, therefore we will deuide them 

| into their ſeuerall ranckes, and giue you Inſtances of 
the particulars : Bur firſt you muſt take the deſcrip- 

| tion of God in his Attributes and properties as in the 
former, 

This conſidered, God is one fpirituall ſubſtance, 
the Father, the Sonne, and the holy Ghoſt, 1. Eter- 
nall : 2. moſt Holy: 3. Almightie : 4. Mercifull, 
5. doing exceeding well by his Children : We will 
now diſtinguiſh theſe Attributes in their ranckes, not 
as they bein God, bur according to the ſtampes of 
them, as they are found invs , we being the moſt ab. 
folute created and materiall- Image of God that euer 
he made: Chriſt is more the Image: of God then 
we, but he is not meerely a creature ; the Angels alſo 
are more the Image of God then man, but they are 
immateriall : we will take the ſeuerall kinds of pro- 
perties or Attributes, and giue yowone Inſtance in 
euery kinde, thatſo the reſt may be eſteemed by that, 

- andthat we may auoide tediouſneſſe : They may be 
F reduced to fitue heads : The firſt are ſuch as cannor 
| be expreſſed but couertly- vnder the name of his E(- 
The proper- ſence ,. the ſecond,may be called by the name of qua- 
Bi. fGod, tics and graces ; the third by the name of powers 
rancked into and faculties ; the fourth by the name of paſſions, 
bue ranckes. and affections ; and the fifth may be called by the 

name of ations and doings. 
| n Firſt, thoſe that cannot be expreſſed but covertly, 
| vnder the name of his Eſſence, they are theſe; pure, 
| ſimple, indiuiſible, only one, infinite, eternall, and 
ſuch like ; Ir is truc that his other Attributes are his 
Eſlence 
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Eſſence too,but they may be deſcribed to vs by other 
names, but theſe cannot be expreſſed but vnderthe 
name of his Eflence,and therfore theſe may be called 
Gods Excellencies or ſingularities, becauſe they are in 
God, and cannot be in no meaſure in any thing elle , 
and if it were poſſible that theſe could be in any other 
Creature, they muſt bethe Eflence of the Creature , 
for whereſocuer ſuch things are, they are in the 
Eflence of the thing. If any Creature be cternall, it 
muſt be by his Eſſence, but this cannot be, for nothing 
is cternall but God only. What is pure £ The Angels 
are pure, but not as God. What is indiuifible + The 
_ of man,but not as God,for he is f1wply indiui- 
ible, 

Thoſe inthe ſecond placeare called by the name 
of qualities or graces as holy,goo0d, wile,true, faithful, 
iuſt,and ſuch like, But you may fay,arc theſe qualities 
and graces in God 2 I anſwer, No, but they may be 
called ſo, becauſe rhey are (o in vs,and he doth qualifie 
and grace vs:with them : but they arenot ſo in him; 
nothing is in him as a qualitie, nor nothing graceth 
him, bur indeed he giues them grace,both in himſelfe, 
bur eſpecially in vs ;-but becauſe ſuch things areſoin 
vs,they may be ſaid ro be ſo in God onely for compa- 
riſon ſlhe.and for our vnderſtandings. 

In the third place or rancke,are thoſe that are called 
powers or faculties, as almightineſſe, alſufficiencie, 
will, they be matters of power,and therefore itis no 
diſparagement to God, to haue them attributed to 
him.,all power being in and from him : theſe are in vs, 
but they are limitted, beſtowed, and receiued; in him 
they are originally,and of himſelfe. 

Inthe fourth place are theſe _—_ called pafſions 
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_ Of God,of Chrift, 
or affetions,as loue,anger,mercifulneſle, & firch like, 
God is moſt free fron paſſion, fo thatthis is the tare 
theſt ſtretch'r-phraſe of all the reſt, yet{uch things be- 
ing in God,& we hauing no fitter title to reduce them 
vnto, and becaule they are ſuch in vs, therefore we 
may it modeſtie & reucrenceattribute them to God. 
It is true thar they are not in vs,as theyare in God, 
loue and mercie, &c. are not paſſions in God, ( for ro 
ſay ſo were blaſphemie) for he is not mouecd as we 
be with paſſion in louing, but onely in reuerence and 
modeſtic,and for Doctrine ſake we thus ſpeake. 

In the fifth ranke are thoſe that are called by the 
name of actions or doings, which proceed from ſuch 
properties z as to loue, to will, to doe well by his, to 
hate finae, &c.which are alſo cflentiall to God ; for 
though it cannot be ſaid,that Gods well doivg by the 
faithfull is his Eſſence ; yet it is true that he doth well 
by them,in and by his Eflence. But there isa gencrall 
title for cheſc in the fourth place, and theretore wee 
will reſpite ir tillthen,here only we ſpeake of them as 
they are incident tothis third conſideration; that is,as 
being attributesand properties,not as they arc workes 
exerciſed towards the creatures. 

Now'to the Definition, we haue ſcene the ſeucrall 
rankes of theſe Attributes, the Inſtances are in the 
Definition. God is aSpirituall ſubſtance, the Father, 
the Sonne, and the holy Ghoſt, Erernall, moſt holy, 
Almightie, Mercifull, doing exceeding well by his 
Children. Theſe Inſtances areto be opened and 2P- 
plied to their ſeuerall rankes : And firſt of the firſt In- 
ſtance, 

Eternal] ; This is of the fuſt ranke which cannor be 


Eteruall, expreſſed but vnder the narne of Gods Efſence, and is 
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one of his ſingularities. Now that God is Eternall, is 
prooued thus ; That which was before and 1s after all, 
is Eternall,bur God was before all, ?/a/me 90.2.and he 
is after all, Pſalze 102,27, therefore he is Eternall g he 
is Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the laſt, as it1s in the 
Renelation. This is the firſt ranke of Properties,and 
cannot be expreſſed by a qualitie, or power,or action, 
and therefore ir is expreſt ynder the name of his 
Eflence. This one Inſtance ſhall ferue for all of thar 
ſort. 

The ſecond Inſtance,is moſt holy, and this belongs 2 Holy 
tro the ſecond ranke of Attributes,called quallities and 
graces, becauſe they areſuch in vs. Now that God is 
moſt holy,is prooued, Exod. 15. 11. Who s like thee, ſs 
wonder full or glorious in holtneſſe © 

The third Inſtance, is Almightic, and belongs to 3 
the third ranke,called powers or faculties. That:God Almizhtic 
is Almighrie,is prooued,Gen.r7 .r.1 am God alle ſuff ici- 
ent or Almightic ; To this referre his will, and other 
things which arc powers and faculties i vs. 

Thefourth Inſtance,ismerciful, that muſt be refer- 4 
red to the fourth ranke, called paſſions and afteftions. Mercifud, 
That God is mercifull,is prooued,P/.r03.8. T he Lord 
& full of compaſſ1on and mercie. 

The fifth Inſtance, doing excecding well by his 
children,rhis.isto be referred ro the fifth ranke, called 
ations and doings, Now that God doth exceeding 
well by his Children,is prooued,Gereſis 15.7. 1am thy 
exceeding great reward. You ſee now how the Deti- 
nition anſwers to the rankes of Attributes or proper- 
ties, and herein what God is conſidered in his Artri- 
butes or properties, 


Now I would haue you obſeruc, that theſe Inſtan- 
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ces in the Definition, are ſet downe in the higheſt de- 
grce ; as Eternal, moſt Holy, Almighrie, &c. to reach 
vs, that theſe Attributes are in the higheſt degree that 
may be in God, 

Now we come to lay downe certaine rules, where- 
by we muſt be guided in the conſideration of theſe 
Attributcs or properties, and they are foure, Fitſt, 
they are all eſſentiall to God. Secondly, they are all 
abſolurc in God. Thirdly,they arcall equall to all the 
three Perſons, Fourthly,they are all incommunicable 
to the Creatures. 

Firſt,they are all eſſentiall to God,for in God is no 
accident at all, for whatſoeuer is in God, the ſame is 
God, fo that theſe veric things which are found in 
God, the like whereof are found in vs; as Holineſſe, 
Wiſedome, 8&c. They are not in him by proportion 
to vs, ours rather arc ſo called by ſome {lender pro- 
portion to his, but rhey are truly,really, and cflential- 
ly in him, ſo that they may betruly called the Eſſence 
of God, But you will ſay, If euerie one of theſe be 
his Eflence,then he hath many Eflences © I anſwer, 
No,All theſe are but one in God, his Mercie is his Iu- 
ſtice, and his Iuſtice is his Mercie, and cach are his 
Eflence,oncly they differ in our apprehenſion ; cucric 
of them in God is one with the other, and all and 
euerie of them is one with his Efſence., for he hath 
but one Eſſence, and this though we cannot compre- 
hend it, yer it is ſo,and ſo we muſt belecue it. 

Secondly, they are all abſolute properties in God, 
fo I call them to diſtinguiſh them from thoſe reſpe- 


ctiue properties, whereby eucric Perſon in the Trini- 


tie hath his owne ſubſiſtence, which we ſpake of in 


the ſecond Deſcription of God, as to beget,to be bc- 


gotten, 
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en, to proceed, theſe come not within this Rule. 
ome of theſe properties are reſpeRiue to the Crea- 
tures, as todoe well by the Faithfull, but they are ab- 
ſolute in God. 

Thirdly,they are all equallto all the three Perſons, 
and alike affirmed of them all. The Father is Eternall, 
moſt Holy, Almighty, Merciful,doing exceeding well 
by his Children. The Sonne is Eternall, moſt Holy, 
Almightic, Mercifull, doing exceeding well by his 
Childred. And fo is the holy Ghoſt, Erernall,&c. The 
reaſon is, becauſe the three Perſons are bur one 
Eſſence, and therefore can admit no difference in 
things that are cſlentiall to the Diuine nature in ir 
ſelfe, 

Fourthly, theſe are all incommunicable to the 
Creatures, The reſpeRiue properties were incommu- 
nicable to the other Perſons : theſe are incommunica- 
ble to the Creatures ; and ſome of theſe arg,more in. 
communicable, and ſome leſle ; ſome are ſo incom- 
municable, that their verie names, cannot be attribu. 
ted to the Creatures,much leſle the things,as Eternal, 
Almightic,and ſuch like : ſome may in name, but not 
inthe thing: for they are infinitely otherwiſe in God 
at leaſt if the thing be attributed to the Creature, yer 
it is but in ſome {mall reſemblance or proportion, nor 
in that meaſure that they are in God,for they areinfi- 
nitely more in God, as Wiſedome, ar leaſt not ſuch 
orſo much in vs, as in God. And whereas happily 
ſome one of theſe Artributes is in oneCreature alone, 
and ſome in another, and that but in a ſlender meaſure 
too ; they are altogether in God alone, and that inthe 
higheſt Degree, He alone & good, Mat.r9.17, and only 


wiſe, Rom.16.27, and King of Kings,1,Tim,6,rs, And 
this 
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this is the reaſon why the Inſtances in the Definitioti 
are ſet downe in the higheſt Degree, as Almightie, 
moſt Holy,&c. 

New for our further inſtruftion, we will gather 
from hence an obſeruation, and that is this : That 
howſocuer God is moſt ſingle and ſimple in himſelfe, 
yet hc is pleaſed to be knowne and called by ſuch cer- 
raine Attributes,and properties,that doe more plainly 
decipher him vnto vs. Exodus 34.6. The Lord,the 
Lora, ſtrong, mercifull, and gracious, &c. * When the 
Lord would deſcribe himſelte vato Moſes, he thinkes 
itnot cnough to ſay, The Lord,the Lord, and ſo name 
himſette by his Title; bur alſo explaines himſelfe by 
his Attributes,Srrong,mercifull,grc, Firſt, the Title is 
ſet downe, that direQly points out the Subie, which 
is God himſelfe, The Lord, the Loyd : Secondly, the 
Attributes that are affirmed of or conecrning this 
SubicR, Srrong,mercifull, rc. And ſo Pſalm 103.1.2.3, 
My Soule praiſe thou the Lord : there is the Subict; 
and then followes the things affirmed of this SubicR, 
T he forgiueneſ[e of finne, and the healing of infirmities, 
as it i$1n the Originall, 

The Reaſons to prooue this, muſt be of two ſorts : 
Firſt,that ſuch things are in God. Secondly,that God 


ſort that theſe {0 reueales himſelfe. The Reaſons of the firſt ſort,that 


ſuch things are in God, are theſe : 
Firſt, becauſe we finde the effects of them in his 
dealings towards vs, as of his Will, Power, Good- 
nefle, &c. And therefore there muſt be ſuch things 
in Him, which are the cauſes and fountaine of fuch 
effects, 
Secondly,many ſuch things are found in the Crea- 
eures themlclues, and fo as that they arc the graced 
ten 
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tend to the perfetion of the Creature; therefore 
they muſt needs be {0 in God the Creator and maker, 
who hath enducd them with theſe graces ; for c&-the 
workematſhip ſhould haue ſome graces, whic he 
workeman hath not, which were abſurd. 

Thirdly, theſe things are eſpecially found in man, 
made after Gods owne Image,and therefore they are 
in God, the patterne that man was framed by ; that 
muſt needs be in the patterne, which is in that which 
was framed by it. 

The ſecond ſort of Reaſons, that God hath fo re- 


Vs 


Reaſons of 


| | he ſecond 
uealed himſelfe, are theſe : Firſt, for our weakeneſſe, {,,. 1: God 


God tempers the reuealed knowledge of his Maicſtic fo revedah 


to our capacitie and vnderſtanding : for though ſuch A” 


things be in God indeed, yet in a far more excellent 
manner then is or can be exprefled ; that which is re- 
uealed being bur a ſhaddow of that brightneſle & ful. 
neſſe which is in God, to giue vs a glimpſe where we 
cannot ſee the cleere light. 

Secondly, for our light and direction in diſcerning 
and making vſe of the workes of God, that ſo when 
we ſee the wicked puniſhed, & the faithfull preſerued, 
and things ſo well ordered in the gouernment of the 
world,we may lift yp our cies to God,& confider,and 
belcene,and admire his Tuſtice, Mercie,& Wiſcdome. 

The Vſes ; Firſt,ſecing God hath fo reucaled him- 
ſelfe vnto vs,we muſt learne ſo to ynderſtand him, and 
ſo to beleeue in him, and ſo to worſhip him,as one 
that is Eternall, moſt Holy, Almighty, Merciful,doing 
exceeding well by his Children. In our prayers our 
choughts muſt be inlarged in a generall extent to all 
theſe Attributes, but eſpecially to that which is moſt 
victull and fitting to our preſent purpoſe; as Danid did 
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in the r. Samuel 17, 45, when he was to goe to fight 
with Goliah, he takes hold on the power of God,and 
though he knew that God was iuſt and mercifull roo, 
yet he takes hold of this Attribure,zhe Lord of Ho#tes, 
as being moſt yſefull ro him for that preſent purpoſe : 
And ſoif any man lacke wiſedom,he muſt apprehend 
the wiſdome of God,and not his power, &c. But yet 
ſtill be ſure to haue the Eye of thy Faith fixed on the 
eſſentiall SubicR, rhar is, God in three Perſons. For 
happily ſome may thinke, that becauſe euerie of his 
Attributes are his Eſſence , therefore ſo long as our 
thoughts are vpon any of thele,it is well enough,wee 
may abſtract our minde from his Diuine being ; bur it 
is not ſo, for the veric Heathenthought their gods 
moſt holy, onely wiſe, 8c. but they did not conceiue 
him ro be a Spirituall eſſence, ſubſiſting in three Per- 
ſons : And therfore if thou doeſt ſo,thou worſhippeſt 
an Idol of thine owne braine, Therefore though all iti 
God,both his Efſence, and Attributes, beto be conſi- 
dered of with all reuerence; yetneuer leaue out his 
Eſſence whatſocuer thou doeſt, yea if there could 

offibly be any competition berwixt his Eſſence and 

IS Attributes;that were more reuerendly to be cſtee- 
med then this. 

Secondly, This teacheth vs, and is a verie plaine 
proofe,that Chriſt is God, Eternitie, and Almighti- 
neſſe being aſcribed ynto him, which are peculiar to 
the Eflence of God, and are vtterly incommunicable 
to any meere Creature. 

Thirdly, If we haue any of theſe graces beſtowed 
ypon vs, we muſt praiſe the Lord that hath giuen vs 
ſome reſemblance of his Maieſty in our ſelues, though 
wce cannot reſemble his Eſſence, yet in qualities, 
powers, 
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owers , paſſions and ations God is pleaſed to liken 
himſelf vnto vs, Or rather ys vnto himſelfe. 

Fourthly , we muſt acknowledge that thoſe graces 
we haueare from God, and that heis the fountaine 
of the ſmall channels , and the originall and erue par- 
terne of thy counterfeits, and we muſt fce that he 
haue the honour, and the vſe of them, 


Vie 4. 


Fifthly, Labour to imitate ſuchthings as God hath Y/e 5. 


propounded himſelfe a patterne and example vnto 
vs, to come neecre vnto him by , labour to be holy as 
Godis holy, and to be mercitull as God is mercitull, 
and ſtriue to perfeRion, and eternitic, and pureneſſe 
(by prayer and good endeauour)and though we can- 
not attaine to theſe things as they are in God, yer 
there is a meaſure of them which God would haue 
vsto labour after here, and which we ſhall more ful- 
ly inioy hereafter, for Gods children ſhall haue afu. 
ture eternitie, Pſal, 102. 29, 28. They (ballſtapd fa#t 
for ever. We muſt labour to imitate God in theſe 
things , we being his children, and then that which 
we cannot attaineto here, God hath a purpoſe here- 
after ſo farre as weare capable of them to bring vs 
vnto, that ſo we might bea more full, cleere, and 
lively Image of his owne Maieſtic. And ſo much of 
the third reſpe&t, which we propounded to conſider 
of God in, 

Now followes the fourth reſpe&, wherem weare 
to conſider of God, in his Office and workes, This 1s 
a neceſſary knowledge of God, and ſuch as giues 
great light to the knowledge of his Maieſtic , Rom. 
I-20. The inuiſible things of bim , that &, his etermall 
power and Godhead, are ſeene in the Creation of the 


world, being conſidered in his workes, &s. Marke the 
E 3 words 
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words I ſay, his Office and Workes : for his Office is 
not an idle Title, as if he were to doe nothing, but to 
fit as a King in his Chaire of State, onely h2uing an 
eycon all things, but not medling with them : bur 
Gods Office conſiſts in ation and working, and the 
workes he doth arenot ynneceſlary matters, that he 
doth buſily thruſt himſelfe into , but by vertueand 
Authoritie of his proper Office, that doth of right 
belong to him. It may ſeeme abſurd to ſet God to 
worke, or aſſigne any Office to him : for hethat hath 
an Office or worke to doc, ſeemes to be tyed to the 
doing ofit: But God is a moſt free Agent, and nei- 
ther is, nor can be tyed to any thing. Ianſwer, Firſt 
God takes this Ofhce on himſelfe , it is not laid vpon 
him,8&he hath ſo made himſelfe knowen in his word, 
Secondly, that he doth in this Office, is nor by con- 
ſtraint, but of himſelfe and of his owne pleaſure. 
Thirdly, as it is of himſelfe, ſo it is for himſelfe,to 
magnifie and glorific his owne Maicſtie thereby, and 
therefore it may be ſafely aſcribed ro him. 

Now we come to frame a Deſcription of God in his 
office and workes, Thus conſidered , God is the ma- 
ker, preferucr, and doer of all things that arc in the 

, world. Firſt, Godis the Maker, we know things 
muſt haue a being, bur they can hauc no being bur 
from 2 maker that muſt giue them their being, and 
they can haueno maker but God , So faith the Text. 
Gen. 1. I. In the beginning God created, cc. In the 

« - = Originall the word itsas much asto fay,that God made 
comp.zo, Them of notbing, and therefore Elohim made them, 
tor it1s proper ro God alone, to bring ſomething our 

of nothing, and to none other. The creatures can 

make lomething of ſomething, asa Carpenter if he 

haue 
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haue wood can make an Image of it: but to make 
ſomething of nothing, this is peculiar to God, who 
calles the things that are nor, as if they were, Rom. 4. 
17. Now this is generall, for God is not onely the 
maker, but the maker of all things, .Ad#.14. 15. The 
lining God which made Heauen and earth , and the Sea, 
4d all things that are in them, Iſa. 44.24. 1 am ihe Lord 
that made all things, 

The ſecond point in the Deſcription is, that God 
is the preferuer of all things. When things haue a be- 
ing, they muft hauc a maintainer of their being : for 
they cannot maintaine themſclues, and who ſhould 
preſerue and maintaine them,but he that mace them? 
who ſhould nouriſh and maintaine the childe, but the 
father of the childe * Now God is the Father of the 
world by Creation : who then ſhould preſcrue and 
maintaine it but he? we muſt not imagine that God 
is as an vnnaturall father, ro beget children and not to 
provide for the keeping of them : bur as he wrought 
m making them, ſo he workes ſtill in prouiding for 
them, according tp the ſaying of our Sauiour Chriſt, 
lohn 5.17. My Father worketh hitherto, and Iworke, 
And this is generall too, he preſcrues and maintaines 
all things, Pſal. 145. 15. T } eyes of all waite wpon 
thee, and thon gineſt them their meate in due ſeaſon, 
Att.17.25. He gines life and breath and all to all things. 
Heb. 1.2, 3. By whom he made the worlds : bearing 
vp all things by his mightie hand, 

Thirdly,He « the Doer, The Creatures when they 
hauea being, haue certaine Actions to performe, and 
certaine euents to fall ypon them, which follow vpon 
their making and preſcruing, and things that are vo- 
luntary in men and Angels, muſt hauca worker and 
docr, 
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doer, and who ſhall dare to doe any thing in,or with, 
or by the creatures, but he that made them, and doth 
preſerue them, Pſal, 135+ 6. Whatſoener pleaſeth the 
Lord that did he in heauen and in the earth , and in the 
Sea, andin all depthes: yea the deſtruction of the 
creature is of him roo, which is neither referd to his 
Creation nor Preſeruation, bur to the Actions of 
God, he is the Doer of it. 1/aiah 45.7. 1 forme the 
lizht, andcreate darkneſſe,l make peace and create euill, 
1 the Lord doe all theſe things. And this is generall too, 
Pfal. 145.15. Ads 17. 25. Hee gineth to all life and 
breath, and all things, 

Of all things, ſaith the Deſcription. So it is ſaid, 
Coloſſ.1.16, By him were all things created, which are 
in heauen and in earth, things viſible and inuifible, whe- 
ther they be Thrones, or Dominons, or Principalities, 
or Powers, all things were created by him and for him, 
where henames the greateſt and excellenteſt, and fo 
neceſſarily includes all the reſt of the Creatures,good 
or bad, profitable or hurtfull to vs, great or little, 
high or low: for what can challenge exemption from 
Gods hands 2 He made all things, and he preſerues 
all things,8c. but this is na the ſeuerall heads 
before, and if we ſhould goeto particulars, and aske 
cuery creature,it would anſwer for God, 7ob 12.7,8.9. 
CAshke new the Beaſts,and they ſhall teach thee , and the 
fonles of the Heawen, and they ſhall tell thee , or ſþeake to 
ihe Earth, axd it ſhall ſhew thee , or to the fiſhes of the 
Sea, and they [hall declare vnto thee + who is ignorant of 
all theſe,but that the hand of the Lord hath mage theſe 2 

In the laſt place : 244t aye in the world, (o faith the 
Apoſtle, Acts 17.24. He gineth to all life and breath 
and all things ; And, Pſal. 139. 7,8, 9. Whither ſhall 
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1 gre from thy -_ or whither ſhall 1 flee from thy 
preſence &c, Seethisalſo inthe particulars, If we 
locke vp to Heawen, Gods will is done in Heaven, 
Math. 6. 10. If we looke tothe 4yr4 God feedeth 
the foules of the Ayre, Math,s. 26. If into the Earth, 
God cauſeth the Lillies ro grow, and cloatheth the 
oraſle of the held, Math. 6. 30. If into the Sea, his 
way is inthe Sea, 4nd hs pathes mn the great depth, 
Pſal. 77. 19. Yea in Hellit [elte, God hath to doe, 1f 
I lay me downe in hell, thou art there, Whitherſaeuer 
4 man goC, all is in Gods hands. 

By this you ſee what the office of God is, namely 
ina word, It is his prouidence, vnder which one 
name is fitly comprehended eucry one of the workes 
that God doth exerciſe towards the creatures. Ir is 
ficteſt ro be handled by way of obſcruation ; but be- 
fore I come to that, I will here adde, for our better 
vnderſtanding, certaine circumſtances to be conſide- 
red : The firſt is concerning the manner of Gods 
working ; and the ſecond concerning the end of his 
working. 

Firſt, for the manner of his working ; It is done 
firſt by his owne hand. 1ſa. 44. 24. T hs ſaith the 
Lord that hath ſpread out the heauens alone,s ſtretched 
out the Earth by my ſelfe, Pſal. 8. 3. and Bſal.z 3.6.But 
you will ſay, doth not God vſc meanes ? orthe mini- 
ſtery of ſecond cauſes ro worke by 2 Ir is trace that 
ſomerimes , yea ordinarily God doth fo, yer that 1s 
done by God too, Math. 5.45. T he Stnue ſhines, and 
the raine falles and makes the earth fruitful: is it not 
God that cauſeth the Sunne to ſhine , and the Raine 
to fall, whereby the carth is made fruirfull £ So (till 
itis God that doth it ; For, Firſt he giues the meancs. 
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Secondly, he enables them , and blefſerh, and euer 
rules them ſo that theſe meancs are no ſmall part of 
his prouidence : And, Thirdly, oftentimes he puts 
by, the meanes and workes without meanes ; and 
ſometimes againſt meanes, but if he doe vſc meanes, 
yet it is done by his owne hand and prouidence too : 
Secondly, inthe manner of his working, as he doth 
it by his owne hand, ſo hedoth it according to his 
owne will, Eph. 4.11. Which worketh all things after 
the Councell of his owne will z he is neither forced by 
any, nor taught by any, neither doth he frame his 
courſes according to that the creatures miniſter vnto 
him , bur according to that which he miniſters vato 
them: when hee ſaues the Ele& doth he frame 
them to ſaluation for their owne holinefſe ? No, but 
becauſe he hath choſen them of his owne will to 
holineſle, therefore he ſaues them. 

The ſecond thing to be conſidered, is the end of 
his working, and that is firſt and chiefely for his 
owne glory : ſecondly, for the good of his Church; 
for his owne glory, ſp ſaith Salomon, He hath made all 
things for himſelfe, Prou. 16.4. Some in mercy, ſome 
in iuſtice,all in wiſedomeand great power. Secondly, 
with an eſpeciall ayme and cye at the good of his 
Church andchildren, 1.7 im..4. 10. God is the Sautour 
of all men, ſpecially of them that beleeue, Rom. 8.28. 
AU things worke together for the beſt -ynto thoſe that 
are his, and who ſets them on worke but God * So 
yee ſee the manner and the end of Gods working. 

Now we cometo the obſeruation,and thar is this: 
The prouidence of God doth manage all the buſi- 
nelles in the world whatſoeuer, The mattcr 1s ſuffi- 
ciently clcared before; Addethat in the Heb. 1. 3. 
Bearine 
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Bearing up all things with his mightie word, where the 
word {tgnifies vpholaing, or carrying by the word of 
his power, that is his powerfull or cffectuall word, 

I will define vnto you what Gods prouidence is ; 
Gods prouidence is his eternall decree, touching the 
being and ſtate, and ends of all things ; and the exe- 
cution of the ſame in making,ruling,and diſpoſing all 
things accordingly. This Deſcriptiow is ſomewhat 
hard, but I will giue you a place or twoof Scripture 
ſhall make it cleere, Rom. 11. laſt verſe, For of him, 
and through him, and for him are all things, &c. Of 
him, as he being the. maker and giuer of bcing to all 
things : through him,as he being the Ruler and main- 
tainer of their ſtare : and for 14m, as he being the dif 
poſer of them to ſuch effects and ends as belt plea- 
ſeth him : aye a//th1»gs, that is all things that euer 
were, arc, or ſhallbe ; And ſo it is of man, TAG&, 17. 
28, Inhimwe live and mooue, and hane our being, we 
haucour being in him, as he making vs; ſo we liue in 
him as he maintaining and vpholding our eſtate ; and 
we moone'rn him, (motion 1s a progreſſion to ſome 
end or terme) as he diſpoſing of vs, and all our cour- 
ſes tothe ends by him determined. So you ſee the 
exccution of Gods prouidence in the being, ſtate,and 
end of all things. But you will ſay, where is his De- 
cree for theſe things: In Ads 17. 26, The Apo- 
ſtle ſaith, That God made of one blood all mankinac to 
dwell pon all the face of theearth , and hath aſsigned 
the Seaſons which were ordained before, and the bounds 
of their Habitation : If God ordainedthe times and 
ſeaſons before, then conſequently all things done 
within the compaſſe of theſe times. So now you ſee 
the whole Definition prooued. 
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Many things may be referred ro Gods prouidence, 
We will reduce the whole multitude of things admi. 
niſtred by his prouidence, to thele two generall 
heads. Firſt, the preſent eſtate of the world determi- 
ned before, but executed from the firſt houre of the 
worlds creation, to the laſt houre of the worlds dif- 
ſolution. Secondly, the eternall eſtate of men, and 
Angels, decreed beforethe worlds beginning, and to 
be executed to the full after the worlds diſſolution, 

The workes that God performes inthe Admini- 
ſtration of the preſent ſtate of the world, are Creati- 
on, Redemption, SanRtification , with their conſe- 
quents, oppoſites, and appurtenances thereto, as ma- 
king, preſeruing, increaſing,changing,deſtroying,&c. 
Deſtruction is an oppoſite to Creation, and is to be 
referred to Creation : for contrarics mult be referred 
to-one and the ſame end : theſe are common to all 
men, and generally, toall the creatures in ſence of 
diſtribution, that is, whatſocuer is preſerued or de- 
ſtroyed, 8&c. it is done by God. The ſecond worke 
is Redemption, and the conſequents, oppoſites, and 
appurtenances thereof, as Iuſtification, Deliuerance 
from finne, and all cuill, quatenus mala : and leauing 
many in the dregs of their finnes, and this by way of 
aftirmation onely to the fairhfull , but denied to the 
wicked : the faithfull haue Iuſtification, &c. the wic- 
kedare not Tuſtified, 8&c. The third worke is Sancti- 
fication with the conſequents, oppoſites, and appur- 
renances thereof, as calling, conuerting, teaching, 
comforting , training vp by bleſſings, wdgements, 
Word, Sacraments,and good motions : and theſe alſo 
by way of Affirmation of the faithfull, but denied of 
the reſt, But you will ſay, how can we bring = 
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Now We 
erernall cſtat© of men and Ang 
worlds beginning) and to red ro the full after 
| the worlds diffolution. T 


| ferred hither,Arc firſt, 
| generall; in ſpeciall, Election of the 
bation of thc wicked. Secondly; 


Saluarion t9thc Choſen; Damn* 


hate, Thus you {cc alſo what the ©! 


and Angels 15- 
The Reaſons of the point arc theſe : Firſt, cirher Reaſon 7+ 
the Creatures muſt be of themſclues ( and then therc 
ſhall be no difference nor order in things 3 for cueri© 
thing would be beſt, - their own POWer) 
or elſe they muſt be of ſome other.and that either 1n- 
l1(both which arc againſt tl nature © 
xy and then WRENCE is rhat © 
but from an higher,and © there will be © reft.rill wE 
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from his Power, and Wiſedome , he ſhould not be 
Almightic, and onely Wile, it he ſhould make the 
world and could not tell how to gouerne it : or to ſay \ 
he will not,that detracts from his Goodneſle;tor ſhall k 
| God haue ſo much, and not impart any thing to his | 
Creatures; and from his Wiſedome, for he is vnwiſe 
that may doc good and will not: or to fay heneed 
| not ; then God is not All-ſufficient,the Creatures be- 

ing ſufficient of themſelues : or to ſay he may not 

this detracts from his abſolute Authoritie, and Com- 

mand ouer the Creatures,to dec whatſocuer he plea- 

ſeth. 
Reaſon 3, Thirdly, If Gods prouidence did not manage all 

things, then there would follow an vtter contuſion of 

all, partly by the inſufficiencie of the Creatures them- 

ſclues ; ſpecially by mans peremptorineſle, and the 

Deuils malice ; but that the Lord (who is the God of 

Order ) keepes all within their bounds preſcribed to 

them. 
We 7. The Vſes are theſe : Firſt doth Gods prouidence 
| manage all things inthe world, then labour to dil: 
| cerne and acknowledge Gods prouidence in euerie 

thing, and whatſoeuer is done in the world ſer this 

| Scale ypon it,T his & the Lords doing , exempt nothing 
from it. What are cafuall things the Lords doing ? 
Yea they are the Lords doing too ; as we may ſec in 
WW Exodus 21, 13. compared with Deuter. 19.5, where it 
| ] is ſaid, that if one man kill another ynawares, that the 
| Lord off ercd hims into his hands. And fo in watrrcs, 
«Treas, God ſends the vidtorie, directing cucric 
| ſhor where it ſhall light. Soin Lots, nothing arc fo 
| 
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| caſuall as they,and yer the whole dif] poſition of them 
| is of the Lord,Proy.16.33, Sothat there. is nothing 
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caſuall in reſpe& of God,bur only in reſpe of vs. In 
the ſecond place 1t may be ſaid, whar ſay you to mans 
will then? If Gods prouidence rule over all things, 
then man hath not freedome to will? Yes, he hath, 
Gods prouidenceonely rules and orders the will, and 
not conſtraine it, Prou, 21.1. T he Kings peart ts in the 
hand of the Loyd, as the Riners of waters ,he turneth it 
whether ſoeuey he will, and Pſalme 139.1. Thirdly, in 
ſinne it ſelfe God hath a hand in it, in reſpe& of the 
Action,though not in reſpect of the cuill of the Acti- 
on; as in murther,the moouing of the hand in pulling 
forth the Knite, is from God, bur the ſinne is from the 
Creature, Laſtly, Starres, and all ſecond caules, yea, 
the Angels themſclues are meerelyGods Inſtruments, 
he is the firſt cauſe and doer of all, 


Secondly, we muſt magnifie Gods goodnefſe inre- ſe 2. 


ſpect of his Prouidence ouer all his creatures, that hee 
being ſo great a God ſhould vouchſate to rule and diſ- 
poſe of all things, ſpecially for his care and proui- 
dence ouer man, bur moſt eſpecially ouer his Church 
and children, whoſe ſeruants he makes all things in 
the world to be, and therfore we ſhould ſay with Da- 
wid, Pſal.8.4. Lord what is man, that thou art ſo mind- 
full of him,&c. What is man that thou ſhouldeſt make 
all things for him, and cauſe the wheele of the whole 
world to turne about for the good of thy children. 


Thirdly, diſtinguiſh God hereby from all Gods or ſe 3. 


competitors whatſoener, and ſay with Dawid, Pal, 
86.8. Amone the Gods there i none like thee oh Lord, 
and there is none can doe like thy workes , as who ſhould 
ſay,if they be Gods, let them make the world,and rule 


the ſea, and then we will belceue in them : But wee 
(hall 
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ſhall finde them all like Baal,1. King. 18424+26,%C. not 
able to doe any thing. 

Fourthly, then inall things waire on Gods proui- 
dence In want call to him in abundance praiſe him: 
in good dayes and cuill daycs, in mercyes and wdge. 
ments, for ſpirituall and temporallthings,Caf# thy care 
wpon the Lord, and hee ſhall nouriſh thee, Pſal. 5 5. 22, 
Commit thy way vnto the Lord, and truſt in him,and he 
fhall bring it topaſſe, Plal.z7.5. and inall things pray 
vnto God to be directed by his proutdence, and that 
he will diſpoſe and order of all things that befall thee, 
for thy good : In afflition, pouerty,{ickneſle,&c. ſuf- 
fer it in obedience vnto God, conſidering iris his 
hand. If we were not perſuaded it were Gods hand, it 
would kill our hearts : but ſceing that it is his hand 
that diſpoſeth all things for our good, ler vs beare it 
with patience; for God will not ſuffer the righteous 
to fall for ever, but he will raiſe him vp againe, and 
make all things worke for his good. 

Laſtly, this is ſingular comfort for all Gods chil- 
dren : all things be theirs (if they be Chriſts)whether 
the world,or life,things preſent, as all good here , or 


thingsto come, asall good hercafter, they are all 
theirs, 1, Cor.3.21,22,23» 
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The ſecond Queſtion, 


Vpon 


lohn 1. 14. 


The Word was made Fleſh,&sc. 


Anſwere. 


SF]E haue proceeded in the former 
5] Queſtion as God gaue vs ability and 
| ſtrength : it remaines now that by 
A the aſſiſtance of Gods Spirit, wee 
F<] proceed to the ſecond, namely,the 
5] Incarnation of Chriſt: and whether 
we handle it by way of Queſtion,or 


Propoſition, it is all one. The Textis in 704» 7. 14. 
T he Word1was made Fleſh,ec. Then the Queſtion is, 
Whartis meant by theſe words, The Word was made 


Fleſh 2 


In handling of the Queſtion, Firſt there are certaine 
G 


points 
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points to be premiſed in general! : As firſt the con- 
ueniencie of this Queſtion with the former : ſecond- 
ly, the difficultie of it in it felfe : thirdly, the neceſ- 
itic of it to be knowen: Andlaſtly,the benefit of ir 
being knowen. | 

Firſt, for the conueniencie of this queſtion with 
the former: for howlocuer happely there was no 
ſuch thing intended and aymed at directly by you in 
propounding the queſtion , yet the all-ſceing wiſe- 
dome and prouidence of God hath ouer-ruled your 
thoughts, and gratiouſly direted your choice for 
ſuch a ſecond queſtion, as hath a ſweet conueniencie 
and agreement with the former, and that in many re- 
ſpecs. For firſt, this doth naturally enſue vpon the 
former, as the ſpeciall iſſues from rhe generall : ſe- 
condly, they giue muruall light to-the vnderſtanding 
each of the other. Thirdly, one without the helpe 
of the other is vnprofitable. 

Firſt, this iſſues from the other , as a ſpeciall from 
the generall : The generall Doctrine concerning God 
being handled in the firſt place, it followes confe. 
quently, that the ſpeciall Doctrine concerning the 
Sonne of God be handled inthenext place. Afﬀer 
that we haue learned that God is one in Subſtance, 
but three in perſon, the Father, Sonne, and holy 
Ghoſt, the next thing we would know is this : which 
oftheſerhree perſons was chicfely imployed in the 
worke of our Redemption : and when we findc itto be 
the ſecond Perſon, namely, the Sonne of God, with- 
all wedefireto know how he was qualified and fitted 
forthis buſineſſe, namely, by his Incarnation, and 
thus wefal! fitly ypon the point, Secondly,they giue 
mutuall lghtro the vnderſtanding of cach other, the 
former, 
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former to this; and this ro the former. The former 
to this: for ſeeing Chriſt was God before he was In- 
carnate, we cannot well ynderſtatid the Incarnation, 
except alſo webe well inſtruted touching the God- 
head. So likewiſe this giues light to the former, for 
the Incarnation duely conſidered, that the Word was 
made fleſh, preſently our minds are raiſed to a higher 
and fuller and further conſideration of the Godhead, 
not onely in Chriſt the ſecond Perſon that was Incar- 
nate ; but alſo in the Father, the firſt Perſon that ſent 
him ; and the holy Ghoſt the third Perſon,by whom 
he' was conceiued, when he was Incarnate : And 
therefore if euer we will know God perfely, we 
muſt goe to Chriſt, for He ir is that reueales him, 
Ioh.1.18. He i the looking glaſſe wherein we behold the 


face of God, And he that hath ſeene him, hath ſeene the 


Father, Toh, 12.4.5. and 14. 9. Againe, the firſt que- 
ſtion reacheth a d myſtery quite beyond the 
reach of Nature and Reaſon, that one Nature ſhould 
ſubſiſt in three diſtin Perſons: which perſwaſion ſet- 
led in vs, makes vs more calily to belecue another as 
deepe a myſterie, as much beyond reaſon as thar, 
namely, that two diſtin@ natures ſhould ſubſiſt in one 
and the ſame Perſon, which is our maine point to be 
taught in this place. And contrarily, this perſwaſion 
ſetledin vs, that two diſtin Natures ſubſiſt in one 
Perſon, ſtrengthens and confirmes vs in the former, 
that one Nature ſubſiſts in three diſtiaQt Perſons : 
Thus they giue mutuall light one to another. Third- 
ly, the knowledge of cither of them is vnprofitabfe 
without the other , To beleeue God one in nature,three 
'n perſons, & well, Tam. 2. 19. Bur except withall we 
beleeue Chriſts Incarnation, it is but confuſed and 
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maimed, without ſtrength and finewes, it is no ſauing 
faith, ir will neuer iuſtifie vs from our finnes, Or 
onely to beleceue Chriſts Incarnation, aud not to be. 
leeue God one innature, three in Perſons, this is but 
a headleſſe faith without vnderſtanding and without 
vs iudgement, andneither acceptable to God, nor pro- 
fitable to our ſelues. To belecue that withour this, is 
like a good fotlndarion without a building; which is 
vaine ; on the other fide to beleceue this without thar, 
is like a building without a foundarion,altogether yn- 
profitable. And therefore it falles out fixly , that a&- 
ter we haue ſpoken of the firſt queſtion, namely , 
Thar God is one. in Eſſence, and three in-Perſons, 
that now we come to ſpeake of this, namely, How the 

ſecond Perſon, the Word, was made fleſh, 
Therebe The ſecond generall point to be premiſed is this, 
Yes az. Namely, thedifhcultic of the thing 1n itſclfe, It is a 
myſterie, deepe ſecret, hardly to-be attained vnto, according to 
pays that inthe 1. Tm. 3.16, Without controuerſie great is 
opus wiſer. The myerie of godlincſſe, God manifeſted in the fleſh, 
eordi & infi- | ſpeake not this to diſmay you , but to-incourage 
deng, peſma 29d Quicken you, the: more buſily to ſer your felues 
Dew & homo, about to finde it out, fo farre as it is reuealed inthe 
femme "5 ward : for ſo will every ingenuous man doe, the har- 
& Vireo,ynus AT the worke 15 which he is to performe,, the more 
idemg;fliw, earneſtly and eagerly will he labour in the perfor- 
, aw; mance oft. Itis very difficult: for firſt Nature denies 
demg; Chri- it, that God ſhould become man, heauen and earth 
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Jus, mba inegeetetogetherinone,; the immortall word become 
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rarus, morrall feth ; that an infinite nature and a finite 


ſhould live together in one perſon; how can this be 
done, faith Nature? how can man comprehend it © 
So Nature denies it, and faith it cannot be withouta 
miſerable 


Of God, of Chrif. 45 
miſerable confuſion of Heaven and Earth together. 
Secondly, Reaſon ſcoffes at it as a fable, as impoſſible 
to be done, and incredible ro be ſpoken. . Thirdly, 
Religion abhorres it ; I ſay, allthe Religions inthe 
wotld abhorre it,except our Chriſtian Religion: yea, 
abhorre it asa blaſphemous and monſtrous impietie; 
then ir muſt needs be adifficult rhing, that all the 
world, Tarkes, and Iewes , 'and Heathen ſtumble at. 
Burt you will ſay, what is to be done then, ſeeing ir is 
fach a difficult thing 2 I ſay; - A true fauing faith 
aſcends aboue Nature, andaboxe Reaſon, and aboue 
all other Religions in the world whariocuer, and 
breakes throvngh all the difficulties that oppoſe a- 
a1inſt ir, and ſtands in her way;and becauſe God fairh 
it, ſhe ſurely belcenes ir, aan vndoubred Truth, and 
ſweetly 7 a ir, asthe moſt pleaſing obietrhat 
ener it cantake hold ypon.' 'So we ſee the difficultie 
of itin it ſelfe, 

The third generall point is theneceſlitie of it to be 
knowne. It is fo neceflary;as that without this know- 
ledge of Chriſts Incarnation, thereis no life to be at- 
tained, 1.10h1 5.12. He that hath that Sonne hath that 
life, and he that hath not that Senne of God, hath not 
life : that is, he hath no part in God, nor in any of his 
mercies ; belecue, profeſle, praiſe, wharſfoeuer elle 
he will or can, without this, all is nothing. Nay he1s 
ſo farre from hauing life, as that he that doth not 
know and beleene this, is condemned already, 16%, 3. 
18. 36. He that beleenes not is condemned already, be- 
cauſe he belecueth wot tm the name of that onely begoatens 
Sonne of God: and verſe 36. The wrath of God abideth 
on him, Yea, but is it not ſufficient thar we bclecue 
in one God, ynleſſe alſo we belecue in Chriſt : No, 
G. 3 it 
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ir isnot, Our Saviour faith, 70h. 14. 1. Tebeleenc in 
God, beleewe alſs in me, The Iewes and the Turkes 
belceue in God : but becauſe they belecye nor in 7e- 


ſus Chriſt they haue no life, but the wrath of God a. 


bideth on them. 

The fourth and the laſt generall point to be premi- 
ſed, is, the benefit of it, when it is rightly knowen. 
Inftification , Eſa. 53. 11. By hu knowledge, ſhall my 
righteous Seruant Iuſtifie many : Aſſurance of Saluati- 
on and life. 1. loh.s. 12. He that hath the Sonne, hath 
life, and 1. Toh. 3.18. 36, He that beleeneth in him, 
is mot condemned.,and he that beleexneth inthe Sonne hath 
ewerlaiting life: yeathis very knowledge is eternal life, 
Ioh. 17.3. This we ternall life to know thee to be the one- 
ly very God, and whom thos haſt ſens Teſws Chriſt, that 
is, to know this rightly and truely is cternall life, now 
God begins to liue in our hearts by Chriſt. The be. 
nefits may beſet downe to betwo , Firſt, freedome 
from all cuillthat may hurt vs, as Sinne, Sathan, Hell, 
Death, Damnation : Secondly , a iuſt right and title 
to and in God himlſelfe, andin all his promiſes and 
comforts whatſocuer. For the further illuſtration 
hereof, I will giue youaſimilitude in generall to this 
point, and that ſhall be taken from a man free of this 
City. A man thatdoth not beleeue neither in God, 
nor in Chriſt, he islike vnto a forrainer that neuer 


, came within the gates ofthe Citie ; and therefore he 


hath no part in ir, bur is cleane ſhut out. Inthe ſe» 
condplace, he that belecues God, and the generall 
Doctrine concerning God, that he is one in Eſſence, 
threein perſons, and beleeues not the Incarnation of 
Chriſt , 1s like to him that comes to the Citie, and 
puts himſelfe Apprentice,but ſcrues not our his tim G 
an 
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and ſo neuer comes to be a free-man : But in the 
third place, he that comes to belceue that God is one 
in Eſſence, and three in perſons, and beleeues alſo the 
Incarnation of Chriſt, that God was made man, the 
word made fleſh, and applies it to himſelfe , he is 
like to him that is made free of the Cite , he isa 
right anda true freeman of the new Hieraſalem , the 
Sonne of God hath made him free,and therefore he 
is frec indeede, 194. 8.36, And ſo much for the fourec 
generall points premiſed. 

Now we deſcend in the ſecond place, to the parti- 
cular handling of the queſtion : wherein I propound 
theſe foure generall points to be handled, which the 
words jn the rext leade meto, and as they are there 
laid downe. The firſt is concerning Chriſts Godhead 
by it ſelfe, #he Word, &c. tor this is firſt herein the or- 
der of the words, and firſtin nature too. The ſecond 
is concerning the manhood by ir ſelfe, was made fleſh, 
&c. The third is concerning the Godhead and the 
Manhood together , which we call Chriſts Incarna- 
tion, w4s made, &c, The fourth is concerning the 
time or ſcaſon wherein this was done. 

Firſt, concerning the Godhead by it ſelfe: for thar, 
as I ſaid,is firſt inthe order of the words, and firſt in 
nature too, for he was God beforc he was made man, 
and therefore firſt of that. And here are to be hand- 
led theſe two points. Firſt, who it was that was made 
fleſh, the Word : Secondly, of the Title it ſelfe, Word. 
Firſt, who it is that is here ſpoken of, that was made 

fleſh : Tris ſpoken of Tefus Chriſt the Sonne of God, 
the ſecond Perſon, for ſo the circumſtances of the 
Text make ic cleere. For firſt it is He by whom the 


| world was made, were 3. and that is Chriſt Teſs the 
G 4 Sonre 


particular reaſons why he is fo called. For the firſt, 
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Sonxe of God, for by him were all things made,which 
arc in Heanep, and which are in the Earth,ec. Col. r, 
14-16. It is be thar is ſaid to be that true Light,wverſ.g, 
but whois that, but even Teſus Chriſt that lightenerh 
eucry one that commeth into the world? 10h, 8, 12, 
It is be that came amongſt his owne, and his ownere- 
ceiued him not, 'verſe 11. and that was Jeſus Chriſt. 
At. 3.13,14. But yee denied the holy one and the Iuft, 
&c. Andinthe 17. and 18, verſes, he is called Jeſs 
Chriſt, and the only begotten Sonne of God, So yee ſee 
the circumſtances of the text prooue it to be Teſus 
Chriſt the ſecondPerſon of whom this is ſpoken, T he 
Word was made fleſh : And alſo you ſee he1s fo called 
in plaine words: And ſo much of the Perſon of 
whom it 15s ſpoken, Now followes the Title, The 
Word : which ſomeexpound the Wiſedome, for the 
originall may, beare either; and cither of them a- 
grees with the Perſon of Chriſt ; ſo he is called in 
Prov, 8.22, Many other Titles are giuento him here 
and el{e-where. Inthis Chapter, he is called Life, 
Light, Lambe of God, ſo he is called Teſws, Math. 1.21. 
Chriſt, Luke 2. 11. the Sonne of God, Luke 1. 35. the 
Sonne of man, Math. g. 6. T he Senne of Dauid. Math. 
I. 1. T he Sopne of Mary, Luke 1. 31. Emanxel, Iſa.7, 
14. Mediator. 1, Tim.2. 5, High Prieſt, Heb. 5.1. 
Some of thele are affirmed of his Natures : ſome of 
his Offices : and all of them are full of profitable in- 
ſtruction fitting him well, and giutn him vpon good 
conſideration. But this Title Word is as honourable 
as any, and as pregnant for ſ{ignification. 

And here you muſt firſt ynderſtand the generall 
things intended in this Title, Word, Secondly , the 


the 
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the-generall things 'intended inthis Title , they ate 
two : Firſt, that Chriſt is perfeft God. 104m 1.1, That 
Word was God: Secondly; thathe is the ſecond Per- 
ſon inthe Trinitie, 7;199}5.7. 42 there are three that 
beare record in heauen, the Father , the Word , and the 
holy Ghoſt, Tf he had faid, God was made fleſh, -ir 
mighv have: beene ynderſtood:of tiny Paſon inthe 
Trinitic ; for though the Word be God , verſe r,*yer 
heſfairth.nor, God, but the Word was made fleſh. pur- 
poſely ſingling our the ſecond Perſon : And ſo much 
forchegenerall intendment of the Title,” Secondly, 
the particularreafons why he is ſo'called, and tharis 
in theſe reſpeRts, - Firſt, in reſpeR of God the Father, 
ſecondly, in reſpect of thecrearures : andthirdly,in 
reſpe&ofthe faithfull: 'Firſt, in refpeR of the Father, 
for as the. Word is the exprefſe Intge und pifture of 
theminde ;/\So'is'Chriſt the exp e Image and þi- 
Rure of: his Father-: So likewiſe asthe minde begets 
the Word, ſo the Father begets the Sonne : | And as 
the Word rencales the minde; fo the Sonne'reveales 
the Fatherto vs.. Secondly, he is fo called in tefpeR 
of the Creatures: for: God made all things by: bis 
word , Pſal.33.6..and'Chrift being he by whom af 
things were made, Tohn r. 3. Thirdly, he is ſo called 


in reſpeR of the aithfull:for they know nothing con- + 


cerning the Father, nor of matters of Saluatioh, bat 
what Chriſt reueales. vntp them : all the light they 
baue herein is. from/him ; he is the ſubſtintfll word 
of the Father, that declares his will iato vs, 9h; 7.18. 
and what is the:manifeſtarion of the-ſecrets of the 
hearr,but the word?: - L 

We will draw this into an-obſeruation, that fo it 


Dot. 
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may be the more profitable vnto! vs, and the obſerua- 
tion is this. | 144d ITE 
leſus Chriſt the Mediarout is perfect God, the ſe- 
cond Perſon of the bleſſed \Trinitie, the' revealing 
word of his Fathers will, inall matters of Saluation 
before, in, and after his Iricarnation. That he is per- 
fe& God is prooued thus, firſt becauſe he is fq called. 
1. lohn 5.20. Thi. very God : and At 20-28. God 
purchaſed his Church with his blogd, Secondly, his 
workesprooue him to be: God, He forgiues. finnes, 
Math.g.2« 5, He gines the Spirit, Toh, 21.22. He gines 
eternall ife, Tohyro, 28. and thishe could hor doe, vn- 
leſſehe were perfet God. Thirdly, his Attributes 
ſhew him to be ſo.: He weternwall.Reuel.1.8. Almigh- 
gie, Math. 28. 22: Equall with the Father, Phil: 2.6, 
Nay, Hes one with the Father, loh 10.30. And there. 
fore he is perfeAt God. Laſtly,his honour confirmes 
him to be ſo: Al{the Angels worſhip him, Plal. 97. 
7. butthey will worſhip none but God. He hath & 
name sbone all names , unto which all things i» heanen 
andiearth muſt bowe, Phil. 2. 9, 10: Aibthings are hs, 
Tohn;.35. and he is-called the K:»g of Kings, &c. 
- I» 5+ So his honour prooues him to be perfect 
od. 

The reaſons why Icſus Chriſt muſt bee perfeR 
God, are theſe. --_. 

Firſt, elſe he could not pacifie the wrath of God 
for theſinne of man; for none can perſwade with,and 
pacifie God, but God. | 

Secondly, elſe his blood could not haue beene an 
infinite ranſome for ſinne, which it muſt be. 

Thirdly, elſe he could not know our hearts, and ſo 
| he 
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hecould not haue beene a fit Mediatour, toknow 
our wants, and heare and helpe vs at our needs, 

Laſtly, clſe he could not haue beene abletoſaue , 
vs, and therefore he is perfeQ God. 


The vſes. Firſt vſc is againſt thoſe Heyetickes, that ſe ,, 


haue denied the Godhead of Chriſt, as Ebims , Ce- 
rinthu, CATIn, Tewes, Mahometans ; (ome denyin 
that he is God, others that he is not abſolutely God, 
but inferiourto hin), &c, but theſe arc horrible blaſ- 
phemies, not to be endured by any Chriſtian eare. 


Secondly,this ſhould ſtirrevs vp to thankfulnes to 7ſe 2. 


God;that hath bin pleaſed to imploy his owne glori- 
ons Maieſtie in the worke of our Redemption, 8 that 
which was impoſſible to be done otherwiſe, God 
hath effected by his owne hand. A man would hauc 
thought it had beene better the whole world had 
runne headlong to hell, then that God ſhould haue 
comedowne from heauen to performe this worke : 
but God thoughtnor ſo, therefore this ſhould ſtirre 
15vpro all thankefulneſſe ro God that hath done this 
P'S. - 


The third vſe is for Comfort; This ſhould aſſure Yſe 3, 


vs of our Saluation,the Piller it reſts ypon being God 
himſelfe, who is veterly vnchangeable of himſelfe, 
and that he doth is:firmeand ſure againſt all oppoſi- 
tions wharſocuer, iris vnchangeable and vnmooue- 
able as God himſelfe is, and ſhall ſtand faſt againſt the 
gates of hell. 1. Pet. 1.21, That your faith and hope 
might be in God, e+e. If out Saluation did reſt in man, 
then inthe" time of tempration we were gone; but 
ſeeing itreſts ypon God it ſhalt ſurely ſtand , If the 
deuill can prewaile againſt God, then he may preuaile 

H 2 againſt 
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againſt vs, elſe not : 'wehaue neede of this comfort in 
temptation, - Þ etch 
2. Part of . Secondly, that feſis Chriſt i the ſecond Perſon inthe 
the Do- Bleſſed Trinitie. Farſo ſtill: the whale Scripture 
fFrine. runges ; For, firſt the: Father is ſet downe, thenthe 
Sonne, loh. 3. 16, God ſo loned the world that he ſent 
his Sonne.. And, 1. Tim. 1.15. Chyift Teſues came into 
the world to'ſaut ſrunerss 3 
The reafons why Ieſus Chriſt the Mediatour, is 
the ſecond Perſon, though there can be no reaſons 
_ -giuenofneceſſitie, why it muſt be-ſo ; yer there may 
- giuen many reaſons of conuetiieneie why it is ſo. 
And firſt; Teſus Chriſt the Mediarour was to be a 
middle Perſon in the Office of mediation betwixe 
God and man, and therefore it was conuenient, that 
he ſhpuld beamiddle Perſon'inthe ſubſiſtance of his 
Godheadbetwixrthe Father and the haly Ghoſt, 
Secondly , Ieſus Chriſt was ro-make theſe, for 
whom he was Mediatonr;like himſelfe : but we arc 
the ſonnes of God by him, thereforehe is the Sonne 
of Godtoo : he muſt bethe Sonne of God by Na+ 
.”-- turtthat he mightmake vs the Sonnes of Godby. A- 
doprion and grace. 
Reaſon 3. +; Thirdly, there muſt be a ſender, and he that is ſent, 
Zanchy de In muſt haue power to giue the Spirit: God the Father, 
caruarione 5, heis the ſender ; for he cannot be ſent; bur. God the 
+4*3* Sonnethe ſecond Perſon', he is ſent, and he hath 
power, .to-giue the Spirit ; And though the firſt Per- 
ſon hath power to giue;the Spirir, yet he cannot be 
ſent ;. And therefore it: s:the ſecond Perſon that is 
ſent to-performe this wake. | | 
Reaſon 4, Laſtly, he is the Perſon by whom we, and on 
' WOTI 
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world had our immediate being; we were by the 
word : then it is conuenient that he ſhould giue vs our 
well-being. So ye hauethe Reaſons. 

The vſes are theſe : The firſt vic is againſt thoſe z-/ ,, 
Heyetickes , that held that the Father, or the holy j 
Ghoſt was incarnate, as Sabel/ius , Patripaſsiani and [ 
diuers others , but we ſec here that onely the ſecond | 
Perſon the Sonne of God was incarnate; and there- | 
_ their opinions are erroneous, andto be reiected [ 
of vs. 

Secondly, is Ieſus Chriſt the ſecond Perſon in the z7ſe >, 

bleſſed Trinitie our Mediatour ? thenlert vs ſo em- 
brace him, and fo belecue in him, and whatſoeuer we 
haue to do with God,we muſt goe to him in Chriſt : 
If we pray or giue thankes tro God, we mult doe it in 
Chriſt ; We mu#t kiſſe the Somne, Pſal. 2. laſt verſ. we 
muſtembrace him as our Mediatour, if euer we will 
be accepted of God ;. And {o when we have finned 
againſt God, and would ſeeke Reconciliation, Goeto 
him in Chriſt. 1.10.2.1. If any man ſinne, we haue an 
Advocate with the Father, euen Teſus Chriſt, 

Thirdly, this ſhould teach vs, how much weare ſe ;, 
bound to God, who not onely hath beene pleaſed to 
ordaine acourſe of ſaluation for vs, bur alſoro per- 
forme it by his Sonne ; he didit by his Sonne, to 
makevs know and acknowledge his great loue to vs. 

And ſo much for the ſecond part of the obſeruation.. | 

The third point isthis : That Teſus Chriſt the Me- 3, Part of 
diatour,isthe reuealing word of his Fathers will ; or, ;he Dg. | 
herhatreuecales the will of God concerning our Sal- Zine. Þ} 
vation, Toh. 1. 18. No man hath ſeene God at any time, 
the ouely begotten Sonne , which i 11 the boſome of the 


Father, he hath declared him. Math. 11. 27. Neither 
H 3 knoweth 
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knoweth any man the Fathey , 'but the Sonnet, and he tos 

whom the Sowne will reneale him , the nature, will, and 

all things concerning the Father, the Sonne reueales, 

and therefore, Math, 19. 5. the Father commands ys 

to heare him, Heb. 1. 2, God hath ſpoken to vs by his 

| Sonne. And generally all the Apparitions and Reue- 
lations made to the Patriarkes and Prophets in the old 

time by Angels in the ſhape of men were by leſs 

\ Chriſt. 1,Pet.3.19. He went by the Spirit and preached 

ro the old world, (o he was the reucaling word of his 
Fathers will to them ; he it was that reuealed and de- 
clared the will of God, by the Prophets and A po- 
files from time totime; Nay, cuen the Spirit him- 
ſelfe wharſocuer he teacheth is from Chriſt , He ſha/l 

ew you of mine, (aith our Sauiour , Thy 16. 13, 14. 
And this is his Propheticall _ Deut. 15. 18. 4 
Prophet ſhall the Lord God raiſe up wnto you , like wy- 
to me, him ſhall yee heare, So much for the proofe. 

The Reaſons : Firſt, none can reueale the will of 
the Father, but he that came -out of the boſome of 
the Father : But Chriſt came out of the bofome of 
the Father. 9h. 1. 18. Therefore he alone reucales 
the will of the Father. | 

Secondly , None can reueale the Father, but he 
that knowes him, but Chriſt alone knowes the Fa- 
ther, Matth. 11.27. therefore none but he can re- 
ueale him, But you will ſay, doth nor the Spirit both 
know and reucale the Father ? Yes, but that is onely 
as Chriſts Deputie, Tob# 16.13, lohn 14. 26. 

The vſes : Firſt, this ſhouldteach vs how dearely 
and highly, and honourably we ſhould eſteeme of 
the matters of our ſaluation; euen as 2 matter pub- 
liſhed by the voyce of the Sonne of God himſelfe, 


and 
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and therefore let vs with all reverence embrace'it,and 
yeeld obedience to it. 

Secondly , this teacheth vs to renounce all other 
words and reuelations wharſocuer : The Anabaptiſts 
they call vs to belecuetheir Reuelations, The Papilts 
to beleeue their -Traditions. The Iewes to belecuc 
their Talmud, The Turkes to beleeue their Alcoran, 
but what were this bur to adde ro the Doctrine of 
Saluation, and bcleeue lyes inſtead of that Truth 
which Chriſt reueales vnto vs, and to iuſtle out the 
word of God : therefore we muſt oppoſe all theſe 
by Gods word, and we muſt know nothing in mat- 
ters of ſaluation, but what Chriſt hath reuealed to vs, 
all other words and reuelations we. muſt reied as the 
inuentions of men : Our Sauiour ſeeing many fall a- 
way from him, he asked his Diſciples , if they alſo 
would forſake him ; Ioh. 6.63. Peter anſwers him, 


Maſter, whither ſhould we goe : thou hatt the words of 


eternal life, So muſt weanſwerethem. Teſus Chriſt 

isthe rencaling word of eternall life , we will not goe 
from him : ' And if we doe forfake him, then it ſhall 
be iuſt with him , that ſeeing we would not belecue 

the Truth, to giue vs over to beleeue delufionsand 

=> And fo much concerning the Godhead by it 
elte, . 

Now it followes to be conſidered in the ſecond 
point of the manhood by it ſelfe. The Word was made 
fleſh - For howſocuer the manhood hath no perſonall 
ſubſiſtence by it ſelfe, bur ſo: ſoone as cuer it was 
created, was vnited to the Godhead, in the Perſon 
ofthe Sonne of God, yet becauſe it is an abſolute 
nature,and creature by it ſelfe,though not at any time 


ſeperated, yer alwaics diſtin from the Godhead, 
H 4 there- 
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therefore it requires to be ſeuerally handled ; That 
when we haue ſpoken and learned - what the Goa. 
head or Word iis in the firſt place, and the Mayhod or 
Fleſh inthe ſecond place, we may the more rcadily 
and iudicially conceiue of the Incarnation m the 
third place. To make it plaine by a compart{on, two 
cxtreames are to mecte,and ro agree together : this 
cannot be done, except, firſt, we know each ſeueral- 
ly byitſelfe : ſo here the Word or Goabead is as one 
extreame, the Fleſh or the Manhood another : how 
then can I vnderſtand rhe-reconcilement of both, cx 
cept I vnderſtand each by ir [clfe 7 «I 

For the better handling of this point, I will firſt 
ſhew what is meant by this word Fleſh - Secondly, 
why itis ſo called. Firſt, what is meant by-the word 
Fleſh, howſocuer it is true.that the Scripture -doth 
ſomctimes extend this Word to all living creatures, 
Gen.8.17. yet moſt yſually & properly it is applyecd to 
man, and that in many ſences:as firlt it tignifies cither 
part.of man, or whole man: 'either.part of-man, and 
that either the whole body, Zenit. 19. 28. Thou ſbalg 
not marke thy ſelfe in thy fleſh, &Fc. meaning the body: 
or ſecondly, the generatiue part,, Lewir. 15.3. When 
his fleſh anoideth hu iſſue : or elſe for the Bone of man, 
Geng2. 3. This is now Bone of my Bone, and fleſh of my 
Fejh : or fourthly, for the vnregenerate part in the 
fairhfull, Rom.7.25 . Then 1 my ſelfe in my minde, ſerue 
the Law of God, butin my fleſh the lawof Sinne, Se- 
condly, it is taken for whole man, and-that cither tor 
his whole Nature; or for his eſtate and condition in 
this life. Firſt, for the whole nature of man, and that 


either ſimply as heisa creature, or as he is wholly 
corrupted with finne: for man ſimply as a creature 


with- 


Rs ork = WaTs Luke 3.6, And all 
eh ſhall ſee the gloxy of God, Gal. 2. 16. By the workes 
ih law ſhall no fleſh be iuſtified. Or elle for whole 
man as heis corrupted and defiled with finne, and fo 
itis raken, Gal, 5.17, 24. The fleſh Iuiteth avainſt the 
Spirit,&c. And they that axe Chrifts hane crucified the 
fieſh : and moreplainly, 10h, 3. 6, That which &© borne 
of the fleſh is fleſh : This is the ſtate of the whole 
man, in the wicked no part being regenerate. Or 
laſtly , Itis taken for the whole condition of man in 
this preſent life, as {fe , powertie, &c. and ſo it is ta- 
ken. 1. Cor. 7. 28. They ar haue trouble in the fleſh, 
thatis, in the eſtate of their life ; and {o it is applyed 
to bur Sauiour, Heb. 5. 7, Who in the dayes of hg fleſh, 
&c. thatis, in thetime of his life. Now the queſtion 
is, to know in which ſignification, Fleſh is to be taken 
in this place. Surely,it is to be referred to that place 
where Fleſh is to be taken forthe whole nature of 
man fimply,as heis a Creature without brand of cor- 
ruption. The meaning then is this ; The Word was 
made Fleſh, Thatis, The Word was made pertet 
man, conſiſting of Body and Soule, he was made 
man ina true being, as in 1. Tim. 3. 16, Manifeſted in 
the Fleſh, that is, in the true being of man : the ſpeech 
is borrowed from the part to the.whole , Fleſh being 
taken for the whole nature of man ; no other ſence 
agrees with ir. But you will ſay then, why doth not 
the Text.ſay ; He was made man 7 And thus we come 
to the ſecond point ; Why he is called Fleſh * 
Whgreof many profitable reafons may be giuen. 


Firſt, man ſignifies as well the Perſon, as the Na- Reaſons 


turez Flejb ſignifies the Nature onely , not the Pet- wh 


ſon ; now the reach of the holy Ghoſt, is to teach _ call 
I that 


N——ENC—_—_ 
ws my 


 —_ 
— 


= 
CR I ct. td 
= 


5$ Of God, © Chriſt, 
that Chriſt tooke our Nature, andnot our Perſon, 
and therefore he ſaith Fl: Bur doth he not call him 
Man elſe-where 2 Yes, often , but that muſt be ex. 
pounded by this, and this by that, and both will 
prooue that Chriſt ropke the whole nature of man, 
not the perſon : and when he faith Man, then he 
'teachcth vs that he tooke whole man, and not the 
fleſh onely ; So both giues vs light to this, That Ie- 
ſus Chriſt tocke the perfeR nature of man, and nor 
the Perſon of man. 
* Secondly , Man doth fignifie the beſt partof man 
with the worſt, the honourableſt with the baſeſt , 
Fleſh ſignifies the baſeſt part onely ; Now the hol 
Ghoft would teach vs the humilitie of Chriſt, in that 
he tooke not onely the beſt and nobleſt part of man, 
the Soule ; but he vouchſafed to take the baſeſt alſo, 
cuen the body , Phil. 2.6, 7. The holy Ghoſt ſerting 
downe the Incarnation of Chriſt, ſhewes how cx- 
ceedingly he humbled himſelfe, that though he were 
in the forme of God, andequall with God, yet he tooke 
wpon him the forme of a ſernuant , and was mage like 
man, and found in ſbape as 4 man , and therefore the 
holy Gbo#t faith here, Fleſh, rather then Man. 
Thirdly , Fleſh doth more ſignificantly imply our 
naturall infirmities, then Man : now the bet, Ghoſt 
would teach vs, thathetookenot on him our nature 
onely, bur our infirmities alſo, ſinne onely excepres, 
and therefore he ſaith Fleſh rather then Man. 
Fourthly, Fiſh isa bodily ſubſtance of man, man 
conſiſting of a double ſubſtance, bodily and ſpiritus 
all: now the holy Gho# would teach vs,that Chriſt 
had a bodily and earthly nature, as well as a ſpiri- 
tuall and heauenly nature, and this more plainely 
. appcares, 
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appeares when he ſaith Fleſh, then ifhe had ſaid,man. 

Laſtly, Iris ſaid Fleſh,to teach vs that he tooke not x 
oncly one indiuiduall man, but the whole Nature of 
that kinde, whereas if he had ſaid man, it had fignif- 
ed bur onely the indiuiduall perſon of a man ; which 
if Chriſt had taken no more, he could haue faucd but Mu/wlw. | 
that one perſon, and therefore the holy Eho#t vieth | 
rather this word Fleſb,then Man. 

Now the obſeruation from hence is this : That Ie- Dgrine. 
ſus Chriſt the Mediatour, is very true and perfed zaxby de in 
man ; T he Word made Fleſb, &c. thatis, very God, ©7192. 
is made very man. Thar he is true and perfect man, is x4 o 

rooued thus ; Firſt, he had the name of a man : Ze 584. 
Secondly, he came of the race of man. Thirdly, he 
had the-parts of a man. Fourthly , the,Birth and 
growth of a man. Fiftly, the Actions and behaviour 
of aman. Laſtly, he had the infirmities of a man. 
Firſt, he had the name of a man expreſlely giuen him 
inthe Scriptures , and therefore he hath the rruena- 
tureof a man : for the Scripture calles things as in- 
deede they are ; not as they are not. 1. 7im. 2. 5, The 
men Chrift eſus, AR.17.31. He will indge the world 
in righteomſneſſe by that man whom he hath appointed. 
Now we know Chriſt Iefus ſhall indge the world. 
So we ſee the Scripture calles him man,and therefore 
he is true man. Secondly , he came of the race of 
mankinde, and therefore the Scriprures call him the 
Sonne of man. Matth. 9. 6. and more particularly the 
Sonne of Mary. Luke 1. $1.44. Nay, the holy Ghoſt 
goes further, and ſhewes of what Tribehe was, Heb. 
7. 14+ It is enident that our Lord ſprang ont of Iudah , 
Nay, he ſheyyes of what family he was , Rom: 1. 3. 


Which was made of the feede of Dawid;and in Hev.2.16. 
I 2 He 
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He taoke the ſeede of Abraham : and ſo likewiſe,Gal.;, 
16, Chriſt is ſaid to be Abrahams ſeed, And to pur the 
matter our of all doubt , the holy Gho#t ſhewes, thar 
he came ofthar yery nature of man that was made ar 
the beginning, he came of the race of Adam and Ene, 
of eAdam, Luke 3+ 18. T he Sowne of Adam, and of 
Eue, Gen. 3.16. The ſeede of the woman ſhall breake 
the Serpents head, So he was by ſucceſſion the Sonne 
of Adamboth by father and mother. Thirdly, he 
hath the parts of a man, t/e Bod) _ of a man, 
the body of a man. 1, Pet.2.24. Who bare our ſinnes in 
his body , So he had the parts of a body, as bones and 
fleſh , and hands and feete, Luke 24. 39. Behold my 
hands and my feete, &c. CA ſpirit hath not Fleſh and 
Bones as you ſee me haue. So he hada Soule, Matth, 
26. 38. My Soule is heauy, &e. andall the facultics of 
a ſoule, as vnderſtanding, will, &c. for he did diſpute 
and reaſon, by the facultie of the viniderſtanding as 
we doe, he had all the efſenciall and naturall parts and 
powers of body and foule, and therefore mult needs 
ea true man. Fourthly,he had the Birth and growth 
of a man, he was concciued in the wombe of his mo- 
theras a man, Luke 1. 31, Hewas borne ia the yſuall 
time as a man, Luke 2.7. Swadled itke a man, Luke 2, 
12. Hegrew vpas a man, both in reſpc of body and 
minde, Zuke 2. 40, 52. and therefore he was a true 
man. Fiftly, he had the Actions and behauiour of a 
man. Phil.2. 7, He was found in ſhape; that is, in carri- 
age and behauiouras a man. 7ochy 1. 14. He dwelt 4- 
wong#t vs, (aith the Apoſtle, that is, he had his con- 
yerlation amongſt ys, he did eate and drinke, and 
ſpeake, and fleepe, and did all things belonging to a 
man, AR. 1. 21. CAM the while the Lord leſs. was 
conuer- 
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conuerſant with vs, thatis, all the while that he went 
in 2nd out before ys as a' man. Sixthly and Jaſt- 
ly, hee had the infirmities of a man, Hcbr, 4.15. 
For wee hane not an high Prieft , which cannot bee 
rouched with the feeling of owr infirmities , but 
was in all things tempted like wnto Us, yet without *© 
finne, Hee was hunery , Mathew 4.2, T hixitie, 
fohn 4. 7. Wearie, John 4. 6. Wept, Tohn 11, 35. 
Sorrowed, Marke 3. 5. Taltly, he dyed as other 
men doe, giving vp the Gho#t, loba 19. 30, which ' 
are manifeſt proofes that he was true and verie man, | 
The Reaſons of this point are theſe : That Chriſt Reaſox | 
is true and perfe& man, The firſt Reaſon is, becauſe i M 
was ſo foretould that he ſhould be ſuch an one, Gez, 
3.15,It was forctould that he ſhould be the Seed of rhe 
Woman, And Gen.22.1 8.that heſhould be the Seed of 
Abraham, That is,that he ſhould beatrue and perfect 
man. Now that which is forerould of God muſt 
needs come topaſle, and therefore he was a truce and 
erfet man. 
Secondly, The Tuſtice of God required that the Reaſon 
ſame Nature ſhould be puniſhed, that had offended. 
Now Chrift being to make fatjsfaRion for ourfnnes, 
he muſt needs take our whole Nature to make atisfa- 
dion for vs in. For our whole Nature had ſinned, 
and farre be it from vs to thinke that God would pu- 
niſh one Creature for another, or one Nature for | 
another. | 
Thirdly, Chriſt comming to be our Mediator,was Reaſon | 
tobe our Head, we his Members ; then there mult be | 
4 proportion betweene the Members and the Head. 
Now the Members are perfe& men, then fo is the 


Head alſo,elſe it ſhould be a Monſter, if it ſhould haue 
I 3 a 
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2 divine Head and a humane Body ; as ſome Fiſhes 
that haue the Head of a Dogge, and the Body of a 
Fiſh. Bur this cannot be in Chriſts Body,but as the 
i" Members are perte& men, ſo is the Head too. He 
that ſandtifieth,and they that be ſaptlified, are both one. 
Heb, 2.11. | 

# ',i/op 4, Fourthly,Chriſt comming to be our Mediator,was 
| ſon 4 Y,CAT - , 
| to make vs like himſelfe, the Sonnes of God , therefore 
he muſt needs be made like ynto vs,the Sorne of May. 
He was to cxalt vs to Heauen, therfore he muſt needs 
live here on Earth. He was to make vs partakers of 
Glorie and of the divine Nature, therefore he muſt 
needs be partaker of Infirmitie and of the humane 
Narure. He was to make vs Bene of his Bone,and Flejh 
of hu Fleſh, therefore he muſt needs become Bone of 
! | our Bone,and Fleſh of our _. 
| | ſan 5, Thelaſt Reaſonisthatofthe Apoſtle, Heb.2.r7,rx, 

# 

| 

| 


It behooued him in all things to be made like vnto his Bye. : 
thren,that he might be a merciful and a faithfull high | 
Prieft, able and willing to ſuccour vs in diſtreſſe,euen 
from his owne experience of our Infirmitics. | 
The Vles are many. 
| r, Firſt, here's an excellent euidence of the great and 
boutitifull-Joue of 'God towards vs,/as the Apoſtle 
ſpeakes, Tie. 3.4.that notwithſtanding we had finned 
againſt him,and were become his enemies, ſo that our 
Nature was as great an enemie to him, as the Deuill 
| himſclfe almoſt ; yerthat the Lord God ſhonld be ſo 
| affected with vs, that he ſhould ſend downe his owne 
| Sonne Ieſus Chriſt to take this aduciſe Nature vpon 
| him,ecuen his enemies Nature, to ſaue vs that were his 
| 
| 


eremics: This boumifulnefſe of God will the better 
appeate,if we confider,thathe dcnicd this to all infe. 
riour 
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riour Creaturcs,yea to higher Creatures then weare. 
The Angels fcil, and Chriſt might ;haue taken their 
Nartufe to redeeme them: but hem no ſort tooke the 
Angels Nature, but the Seed of Abraham, Heb.2, It 
ſhould ſtir vs vp to admiration of Gods ſingular affc- 
ion towards vs,and it ſhould prouocke vs to all thank- 
fulnefſe to him, and to render loue to him againe, to 
tue our bodies and wholeNature willingly to be im- 
loiedin his ſeruice, 

Secondly,It ſheweth the humilitie of Ieſus Chriſt, 
that did abaſe himſelfe ſo low, as to take our humane 
Nature vpon him,being ſo baſe a Nature, and he ſo 
high and excellent a Perſon , this is the moſt pregnant 
example of humilitie that euer we read of, The Apo- 
ſtle, Phil.2,6,7,8. *frme it from verie many parti- 


oO 
, 


culars, He wes in the forme of God ( ſaith the Apoſtle ) 
equall with God, but he male himſelfe of no reputation, 
tooke on him the forme of 4 Seruant,was made like vnto 
men, and found ig ſhape #5 a man, he humbled bimcife 
unto death,euen the death of the Croſſe, &c, A proud 
man would haue thought it a great ſhame to haue 
done thus ; but our Sauiour Chriſtthoughtit not ſo : 
Therefore this ſhould ſtirre vs vp to imitation, as the 
Apoſtle exhorts vs in the fifth verſe, Ler the ſame mind 
be in you that was in Teſus Chrift. Let vs be aſhamedro 
be proud, ar to.diſdaine any man, or any office or ſer- 
uice,or any thing though neuer ſo baſe if it be agreea» 
ble to Gods Ordinance that he may haue glory by it, 
and forthe good of thy Brother, though thy ſelte be 
neuer ſo great, ſeeing Gods owne glorious Sonne 
diſdained not to humble hiinſelfe thus for thee. 


The third Vſe is for comfort ty Gods Children: 7ſe 2, 


Chriſt rooke our whole Nature, therefore here 1s 
comfort 
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comfort for vs. Firſt, againſt the ſinfulneſſe of our 
Nature which we carric-abour vs; for our Nature 
hath anſwered for ſinne alreadie in Chriſt. Yea, but 
ſome will ſay, ſtill I am prone to {inne : yet here isthy 
comfort, that Chriſt hath aſſumed thy Nature and 
ſanRified it to the full in his owne Perſon, and thy 
Nature ſhall alſo be ſanRified by little and little till it 
be intirely made holy. So ſecondly, likewiſe it is 
comfort againſt the baſeneſle of my Nature,which is 
bur Fleſh and Blood, compaſled about with many in- 
firmitics and miſcrics. What then « My Nature is 
excellently glorificd alreadie in Chriſt, and this Na- 
rure of mine ſhall beglorified in meto the full at the 
laſt day ; For he i Fleſh of our Fleſh, and Bone of our 
Boe, and therefore as he is exalted to glorie, ſo ſhall 
we hereafter: and therefore though we be here in this 
world deſpiſed, perſecuted,and contemned of men, 
yet we are honoured ina high degree by the Sonne 
of God in his owne Perſon alreadie,and ſhall be in the 
world ro come in euerie one of our owne perſons. 
Thirdly,here is comfort againſt the infirmitics of our 
Narure, becauſe Chriſt Ieſus himſclfe bare them in 
our Nature,and therefore they are ſweetencd to vs in 
the enduring of them : andalſo hence we haue afſu- 
rance of comfort and helpe againſt them, becauſe hce 
bare them that hath a fellow-feeling of them, and 
therefore will be compaſhonart toward, and both re1- 
die and willing to helpe vs, 2s the Apoftleſheweth, 
Heb, 4. 15.andthe 5.2, Hethat hath beenea begger 
by the high-way,or in any other neccflity,and is Reed 
from it, he will be the more compaſſionate, and the 
better know how to relicue thoſe tharare in the like 
neceſfitie, euen from a fellow-fecling that he m of 
their 
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their tmiſcrie. So our Sauiour Teſus Chriſt having 
borne our infirmities, will be readie and willing to 
helpe vs, eucn out of a fellow-feeling that he hath of 
them, and therefore this may be comfort to vs againſt 
all the infirmities of our Naturegcuen againſt death it 
ſelfe, 


. Fourthly, Hath Chriſt Ieſus aſſumed our humane Ye #. 


Nature * Then we ought to haue a reuerent eſtimari- 
on of this good Nature which we carric about with 
vs, as being the veric ſame which the Sogne of God 
rooke on him : let vs therefore reuerently reſpeR ir, 
both in our ſelues and others. In our ſelues let ys take 
heed we defile it not with ſinne, doe nor abuſe it to 
flauiſh and wicked courſes, Wilt thou take the Fleſh 
and Nature of Chriſt, and make it the Fleſh and Na- 
ture of a Drunkard, or of an Whoremonger 2. &c. 
God forbid , for then thou ſhalt abuſe the Nature of 
Chriſt. And ſo in others, in thy poote Brethren, doe 
not vilifie this Nature, bur loue and cheriſh it, and do 
well by it,it is Chriſts owne Fleſh and Nature, there- 
fore be notthou aſhamed of it in them., He was not 
aſhamed to call them Brethren,Heb.,2.17.therefore be 
thou like vnto him. 


Fifthly, Here is matter of reproofe againſt many Ye 5, 


Heretickes, here is a whole Rabble of Herertickes, a 
Ecgion of Deuils, to fight againſt this Truth, +I can 
call them no better, for they are directly againſt 
Chriit. Marcia he held that Chriſt had not thetrue 
Subſtance,bur only the ſemblance or ſhew of a man : 
alledging for his proofe,the Apoſtle, Phil.2.7. He was 
made like man. But there it is vnderſtood, a truc hike« 
nefle ( euen as one man is like angther) not a counter- 
feit. . And alſo they alleage,that in Rom.,8.3. God fen- 

gl 2 + ging 
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ding his Sonne tn the ſimilitage ef ſinfull Fleſh,But there 
ſimilitude is not referred to Fleſh, but to finfull Fleſh, 
This Errour ſome aſcribe to the Manichees, bur the 
Manichees confeile he had the true ſubſtance of Man, 
bur he brought it from Heauen : alledging 1. Cor. 15, 
47. The ſecond man is the Lord from Heauen, But this 
is ſpoken of the Perſon of Chrift,not of his Manhood 
by it ſelfe. ThisErrour is rather aſcribed to Valentines. 
Apolinars confeiled the Fleſh of a man in him,bur 
not the Soule; but that his Deitic was in ſteed of his 
Soule.. But we know, that it is ſaid, He groaned in his 
Soule,Tohn 11,33.Now his Dcitie cannot groanc,Y ide 
Jegedine 584. This is alſo aſcribed ro the Arians,Yide 
Fegedine 584., CAppelies held that he made his Bod 
k the foure Elements, Epiphan. Hereſ. 44. And ſo 
certaine Ebjonites held that he was a created man be- 
fore all things, Fpiphan.Hereſ.z0.and ſo denic him the 
birth of a man, But we know he was borne of the 
Virgine Marie. The Monothelites held that Chriſt 
had| but one will, that is, as he was God,not as he was 
man, and ſo denie the parts and ations of a man to 
him. Laſtly; the Ybiquitaries will haue his Manhood 
enerie where, and ſo they deſtroy the verie being of 
his Manhood. Theſe and all ſuch Heretickes as denie 
Chriſt to be come in the Fleſh, they are not of 
God, but they are the Spirits of CAntichrift, 1.10h,4, 
pYerſe 3. 

Laſtly, Seeing ir is ſo, that Chriſt hath taken our 
Nature ypon him,then let vs ſo beleeue in him,and fo 
embrace him, astrue and perfe@ man : yet with theſe 
limitations, take it not too ſhort, and extend it not too 
farre. Firſt,take itnot too ſhort ; ſo doe they that ſay 
he had a Manhood, bur being vnited to the Godhead 
it 
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Church : 4l/ things are'put 11 ſubietion vndey his feet, 
Heb.2.8.God hath mide him Lord and Chriit, A.2.36, 
And Phil.2.9,10: God hath highly exalted him, and et- 


uen him a name abone enerie name, that at the name of 


Teſus enerie knee ſhould bow, So though he never depo- 
ſed his Nature, yet he laid downe his Infirmiries at his 
death and reſurre&tion : And therefore the Apoſtle 
ſairh,He dies no more, Rom,6,9. Thirdly,extend it not 
roo farre, as they doe that ſay, If he haue taken the 
whole Nature of man,then he will ſaue all men, No, 
he will ſaue none, but thoſe that are incorporated into 
himby Faith,and are members of his Body: for as he 
made our Nature his by aſſuming it, ſo we muſt make 
his ours by belceuing and reſting vpon it : we muſt be 
his Brethren as well as he is ours, The Fleſh profiteth 
vs nothing, 1t « the Spirit that quickneth and gincth ws 
life. | | 

Ty, haue ſpoken in handling of this Queſtion, of 
the two firſt generall points propounded to' be hand- 
ledinh the ſame; Namely, Firſt theWord by it'ſelfe. 
Secondly,of the Fleſh by it ſelfe. It followes now that 
we ſpeake of the third generall point, the Weyd and 
the Fleſh,the Godhead & the Manhood both together, 
{ was madle Fleſh ) which-we cal his incaraution\and 
this word Tncarnation ar ſwers fitly*ro 'the 'words of 
the Text { was mate Fleſh ) for to beincarnare is'td be 
made Fleſh. And here in theſe words made Fleſh; we 


: areto conſider , Firſt,of the phraſe. 'Secondly,of the 


matter, * Firſt, of thephraſe:' This is the moſt ſignifi- 
cant phraſe in all the Scriptute t6-exprefſitthis/Myſte- 
rie of Chriſts Incarnation. Some places cake of his 
Fleſh,as in the r.Tim.z.16.,God manifeited it the _ 


And 7. 1#h'r 4.2: ExtHe'Spirit that confeſſeth not that 
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Paſſiue;burthe ſence is rather Active. And ſo much of 
the phraſe, Made Fleſh, 

Now:-tothe matter itſelfe , wherein arctheſe par. 
ticulars to-be conſidered ; ' Firſt, the At or worke 
done : | Secondly, the manner how it was done ; 
Thirdly,the meanes whereby it was done : Fourthly, 
the time-when it was done : And laſtly , the conlg. 


;quents of it being done. Firſt, of the At or worke 


it ſelfe, TheWord was made Fleſb, that is, Jeſus Chriſt 
being very God , became very Man. This intends 
ewothivgs : Firſt, an Aſſumption or taking on him ; 
Secondly, ſuch a taking on him, as makes a perfect y- 
nion of both Naturesin one Perſon. Firſt, a taking 
on -him, here is the Aſſumption, ſothe Apoſtle ſaith, 
Phil. 2.7. 4nd tooke on him the forme of 4 Sergant, 
And; Heb, 2. 16, T ooke on him the ſeede of Abrahams. 


-Andhereweare toconfider two things. Firſt, what 
-he didafſutme < Fleſh, our whole Nature. Secondly, 
 whodidaſſume it * TheWord, not ſimply God, bur 
| Chriſt ; andoot his divine; Nature, but his Perſon : ſo 
-thisis the righe Rate of the buſineſſe, and the moſt 
| proper and dire& manner of ſpeech, that the ſecond 


: Perſon, the Sonne of God, tooke ypon him our fleſh 
ornature : So here is the aſſumption. . And ſecondly 
this is ſuch an Aſſumption, as cauſeth a plaine and 


, perfe vnion z for-he did nor ſo aſſume gur fleſh , as 


that his Godhead and his Manhood were each a ſeue- 
rall perſon, but that bath of them were vnited roge- 
ther in one Perſon, each. Nature remaining diſtin, 
and yet he continuing one. and the ſame Perſon. In 


:this vaion we are toconſider the matter, and the Sub- 
jet. To ſpeake properly anddiſtinQy;the matter of 


this 


Tx of God; "of Chriſt, 
vaidn;;i a5\betwixe Chriſt and his Church, Laſtly, 
there 15' rþ4s, p5p{onall, yaion of the two Natures in 


*""Thxilt, 28d.this;is. fingular and vamgatchable, there is 


. burone that-may' be compared with it, and that is 
the xnion of .the.Perfons in the Deitic,, where three 
perſans are ynitcd.inone ſubſtance, andtherefore it is 
called aſubſtanuall vaion ; and this of two natures in 
one perſpn, noneel{e,can be-compared with it. Fur. 
ther, we mult ynderſtand that Chriſt hadanother vni- 
on, viz, of the Soule and Body , butthar not a per- 
(onal vnion of histwo natures i one Perſgn, as this 
is: ſo that "if yee aske me, how many ſubſtances 
Chriſt conſiſts of * I anſwere, Three, the Body, the 
Soule, and the Deitie : but if ye aske me, how many 
natures he. hath? I anſwere, Two, one humanc, the 
otherdiuine':, So Chriſt conliſts of three ſubſtances, 
and:yet but of two natures.. And ſo much of the firſt 
point, the Act or worke done. 

The ſecond point, is the manner how.it was done. 
Andthatis-xyonderfull and ynſearchable, Iris hard 
r6,concewe how the Body and the.Soule of a childe 
are vnited tagether in ordinary generation : And to 
conceive how the Body and Soule of Chriſt was 
wyned together, is harder: hut this,to conceiue how 
his: two,natures, the, Manhood and the Godhead 
were vaited together in one: Perſon, is much more 
difficult,” The Scriptures call the worke of the holy 
Ghoſt in;bis kinde, an oucrſhadoving, Luke 1.35. as 
ineending amongftorher things, thatar is a darke my- 
ſteric, not ro beicomprehended bur onely as in a ſhad- 
dow'; we mult concciue gf. ut inthis manner... Firſt, 
that his. mather was made fit ro receiue the worke of 
the-holy; Ghoſt, and rg conceiue a childe withour 
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man.Secondly,the particular matter whereof Chriſts 
Body was to be concetucd and made, was ſancified 
and cleanſed from all corruption of finne both origi- 
nall and aftuall. Thirdly, when it was fo cleanſed,the 
Body was framed and created of ir. Fourthly, then 
his Soule was created and infuſed into the Body, and 
ſo he was a perfect man, Fifthly, this perfeRt Man- 
hood was vnited to the Godhead in the Perſon of the 
Sonne of God. And fo here is Chriſt yery God, and 
very man. Now we muſt ynderſtagd that all theſe 
Actions were done inan inſtant : for they were done 
by God thatnecdeth no time to doe his buſineſſe in; 
ſo that I ſay, theſe fiue Ations were done in the very 
inſtant of his Conception, for it is impoſlible that 
any eſlentiall part of Chriſts Naturc ſhould ſubſiſt in 
any thing but in his Perſon, and therefore there was 
no eſſentiall part of Chriſts manhood , but ſo ſoone 
as it had a being it had a ſubſiſting in the ſecond Per- 
ſon: therefore all was done at an inſtant , for if we 
ſhould ſay he had a body firſt, and did vnite that to 
his Perſon, then he ſhould vnite an imperfe Nature 
to his perfect Perſon, and therefore this was more in 
Chriſt thenin any other man. For in the ordinarie ge- 
neration of men, they haue their Bodics framed 
firſt, and then after ſome time their Soules are infu- 
ſed : But Chriſts Soule was infuſed at the inſtant of 
conception, and this is denycd to any other, ſauce to 
the firſt .Ldam , for he ſo ſoone as his Body was 
made, his Soule was infuſed ; And Chriſt was notto 
be inferiour, but to becquallto him in his humane 
nature, It is truc, that his Body increaſed in the 
wombe, and grew ripe to the Birth in the ordinarie 
time that others doe ; bur yer his Soule was ym 
an 
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and both Soule and Bodie vnited to his Perſon at the 
very inſtant of conception, as 1s ſhewed. And fo 
much of the ſecond point, namely, the manner how 
this was done. 

The third point is, the meanes whereby it was 
done: and they are twoz the firſt is Actiue, the ſecond 
paſſiue, The Atiue meanes was the holy Ghoſt , 
the Paſſiue was the Virgin Marie, That the Adtiue 
meanes was the holy Ghoſt, ſo it was before promi- 
ſed or forctold, Luk, r. 35. and fo it was confirmed 
after the conception, Math, 1. 20. that which is con- 
cciued in her is of the holy Ghoſt. So that the holy 
Ghoſt is the Agent in this worke. Imagine not vpon 
the hazzard of your damnation, any grofle or carnall 
Action in this caſe ; but concceiue of it with all reue- 
rence and admiration, with heaucnly and holy and 
ſpirituall thoughts, worthy of this heauenly worke 
of the holy Spirit. Ir is blaſphemic to ſay that the 
holy Ghoſt did the office of an Husband to the Vir- 
vin Marie: we may more ſafely ſay , ſpeaking in ſo- 
brietic, that he did the office of a Father in reſpeR of 
Chriſt: for whatſocuer was actcd in this buſincſle, he 
had the whole and onely worke,he was concciued of 
the holy Ghoſt, This point is ſubicCt totwo excepti- 
ons. Firſt, it may be ſaid, had nor all the perſons in 
the Trinitiea hand in this worke, as well as the holy 
Ghoſt 2 Yes, for whatſocuer one doth(being an out- 
ward worke of the Trinitie) all doc, yet herein cuc- 
« of them reſerues their ſeucrall propertie to it ſelfe; 
the Father his propertic is to ſend , the Sonne zo 
come in the Fleſh , rhe holy Ghoſt he made and vnited 
the Manhood tothe perſon of the Sonne. It was the 
worke of the whole Trinitie mediately, but immedi- 
atciy 
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ately of the holy Ghoſt : It was the whole worke of 0»mia opere 
the Trinitic inchoatiue : but of the Sonne rermina- rmen ad 
tiuc, becauſe it was finiſhed in him :-{till we muſt re- SR _ 
ſerue their ſeueral properties in working. The Fathers 
make it plaine by this ſimilitude ; As if three fiſters 
ſhould all worke or weauea garment for the ſecÞnd 
Siſter and put it on her, all of them hauea hand H it, 
but the ſecond puts it on. So likewiſe by another 1- 
militude of a marriage ; In a marriage; Firſt, there 
is the perſons to be married, and that is Chriſt to our 
fleſh ; ſo there is the Father thar giues the womanto 
the Bridegroome , and this is God the Father ; and 
then thirdly there muſt bethe Miniſter that 1oynes 
themtogether in marriage, and that is the holy Ghoſt 
that vnites the Manhood to the Perſon of the Sonne. 
By theſe compariſons being ſober]y vnderſtood, we zaxby de mi- 
may haue ſome {lender reſemblance, and light in =_ —— ge 
| this great myſteric, bur preſſe them not too farre, for par _ 
indeede no compariſon can match this : Tris called camp4g.46, 
an ouerſhaddowing, Luke 1. 35. to teach vs that we 
muſtnot pry, nor diue into it too farre, but if we con- 
ceine of it as it were vnder a vaile,it is ſufficient. The 
ſecond exception thar this point is ſubiect vnto, 1s 
this : If the holy Ghoſt be the Agent and active 
worker in Chriſts conception,why then is not Chriſt 
according to his Manhoed the Sonne of the holy 
Gho#7 The Anſwere is, No,becauſe he was not made 
of the ſubſtance of the holy Gho#t, whereas children 
are of the ſubſtance of their Parents; but Chriſt his 
manhood was rhade onely by the power and operati- 
on of the holy Ghoſt, performing the workes before 
ſpecified, and not of his ſubſtance, and therefore he 
' cannot be ſaid to be the Father of Chriſt in reſj _ 
L 2 O 
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of his manhood. The ſecond meanes was paſſine,and 
that was his mother a Virgin, Ja. 7.14. and the Ver. 
gin Marie, Luke 1.30, 31. and though he had not his 
being from man immediarcly, yer he came mediatcly 
from mankinde, He was made of 2 woman.Gal.z.,,.and 
ſo conſequently and mediately , he came from man, 
of the ſeede of Dauid, Rom, 1, 3, Alingular fountaine, 
« Virein, a ſantified Virgin, a gratious Virgin, for 
ſuch a ſweet ſtreame to iſſue from,neuer ſuch a childe 
came from any mother;neuer ſuch a mother brought 
forth any childe. There can be bur foure mcanes 
whereby mankinde can haue any being ; either firſt 
without man or woman, and thus {dam had his be- 
ing: the ſecond is of man without the helpe of a wo- 
man, and thus Exe had her being : the third is, borh 
of man and of woman together, and ſo all the chil- 
dren and generation of AHdam had their being : The 
fourth is of a woman without a man, and this is pro- 
per onely to Icfus Chriſt the Sonne of God. So the 
paſſue meancs was the Virgin Mare, the Aﬀtiuc the 
holy Gho#t, And fo much of theſe three points, the 
AR or worke done, the Manner,and the Mcanes. 
Now we will draw all that hath beene ſpoken into 
an obſeruation, and that is this , Icſus Chriſt is very 
God and very man, both together in one andthe 
ſame Perſon of the Sonne of God, The Text carri- 
eth it ſweetly and plainly, he Word,then he was God, 
Fleſh, then he was man , made Fleſh , there they are 
both together, namely, in the Perſon of the Sonne 
of God, Note that the obſeruation hath three points 
tobe prooucdin it. Firſt, thathe is very God, and 
very man, both together. Secondly, in one and the 
fame perſon. And thirdly,that this perſon is the Son 


of 
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of God. Bur generally the ſame places of Scripture 
that proouec one of thefe, prooueall three, and they 
arenot to be difioyned ; therefore we will handle 
them together. Gal. 4. 4, 5. God ſent forth his Sonne, 
&c. his Sonne, therefore he is very God, maae of 4 
woman , theretore he is. very man, for what doth 
proccede of a woman bur mankinde? Secondly,that 
He might redeeme , not that they might redeeme, 
therefore nor many, bur one perſon , cuen that ſame 
erfon that is very God, being alſo very man withall. 
Thirdly, and all this is the Sonne of God, 4 Sorne, 
Phil. 2. 5,6, 7. Firſt, He was in the forme of God equall 
with God, therefore very God, and withall in the | 
forme of a ſeraant made like man, &«. therefore very | 
man. Secondly, and that in one and the ſame perſon, 
for ſo the Text ſpeakes ſtill of one and the ſame per- | 
ſon, who being, and he made, &c. Thirdly, and what | 
erſon was this ? the Perſon of the Sonne of God, | 
for ſo the Text ſaith expreſſely , Who being mm the I 
forme of Goa, oc. Rom.8. 3. God ſending his Sonne, | 
&c. Hy Sonne in the fleſh , there is the duplicitie of 
Natures, he was very God and very man. Secondly, p,,,n, of 
the vnitic of the Perſon in that he ſpeakes but of one thefirſt poine |] 
alone, his Soune : Thirdly, there is the ſpecification I 
of that one perſon, hi ewne Sonve, that 15, thatone Chriſt is God ||| 
perſon of the Sonne of God. So much for proofe of 2nd very man | 
rhe point. te. 
The Reaſons of it arerheſe. Firſt, ofthe firſt point reaſon 7, | 
| 


in the obſcruation,and conſequently in a good vnder- 
fanding of all the reft, Firſt, man had ſinned, and 
God had paſſed a moſt juſt ſentence of death, and c- 
rernall curſe and damnation vpon all mankinde for 


finne. Gep. 2. 15, and ep.3. 17. this being threatned 
L 3 before, 
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before, no doubt but it muſt accordingly be perfor- 
| med after : If this ſentence be not reucr(t, we ſhall be 
F110 all damned without mercy : but how ſhall this be re. 
" | uerſt : the Iuſtice and vachangeableneſſe of God 
ns will not ſuffer it, therefore all mankinde ate accurſed 
| and damned, cither in themfelues or in their ſurery : 
' who or what is that ſurety © one man cannot be ſure- 
ty for another, much leſle for all, Pal. 49. CA man 
cannot redeeme hu brother (ſaith Dauid) it coit more 
Wh then ſo , neither can any other creature or nature be 
| the ſurcty, but the ſame that ſinned muſt die, there- 
fore of neceſhtic he muſt be very manthart is the ſure- 
tie. Againe,he muſt be ſuch a man as is xquiualent to 

all men, yea more worth then all the world beſide, 
Lit elſe he cannot redeeme them: and that cannot be any 
(gi creature, fornone of them is of this value, but he 

' muſt be very God, therefore Ieſus Chriſt is very 
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| Godand very man, both rogether in one Perſon, 
| [ Rerſon 2, Secondly,Icſus Chriſt being to be Mediatour, he is 
iN to treat familiarly with both parties that are to be re- 
WI conciled, and haue ſuch right in both, that he may 
| partake with each by his owne worth, and may hauc 
if credit and authoritic with both : but this he cannot 
| haue with man, vnleſſe he be man ; nor with God,vn- 
"WT lefſe he be God too. 
| if Reaſon 3. Thirdly, He isto make vs one with God, and God 
i one with vs, after a Spirituall manner : therefore he 
| muſt be one with vs, and one with God; verie God, 
Il!!! and verie Man. 
[||| Reaſons of Now inthe ſecond place, that hes verie God and 
| the ſecond verie Man in one Perſon, the Reaſon. is, Becauſe, if 
part of the there be two Perſons, there 1s two Chriſts, and two 
Dotrie, Mediatours, But there is but one Chriſt, and one 
| Mediatour, 


ll 
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Mediatour,and therefore but one Perſon. Many Per- 
ſons muſt nzeds conclude many Chrilts, 

Yea, but in the third place, If it bebur in one Per- 
ſ-n, why may itnot be in the Perſon of Man? I an- 
Cyer,No ; it is impoſſible to be in Man : The Reaſon 
is, Becauſe it muſt be in ſuch a Perſon, as whercin 
both the Natures may truly and really ſubſiſt, Bur it 
is impoſſible thatthe Godhead ſhould ſubfiſt in the 
Perſon of a Man,that being infinite, & this finite, and 
therefore the Humanitie muſt ſubſiſt in the Perſon of 
the Sonne of God, 

Before we cometo theV ſes, here are certaine Rules / 
to be conſidered, touching Chriſts Incarnation. Rules to be 

The firſt Rule, is this : That Chriſt doth ſubſift 22/4744 
wholy in cach Nature, yet with ſome differences : as wy —_ 
firſt, he doth ſubfiſt in the diuine Nature,as being of ir Irifts in- 
ſelfe, and ſuſtaining all things : In the Humane, as 
quickning and ſuſtaining ir, Secondly, the Word had 
a-precedent being, ſo had nor the Fleſh. Thirdly, he 
did his greater workes by his Deitie, his inferiour by 
his Humanirtte. 

The ſecond Rule, is this, Thatthe Fleſh of Chriſt 
is not cicherDeified, for then it could not be one with 
vs: Secondly,ncirher yer nullified, as eicher vaniſhing 
to nothing, or being ſwallowed vp of the Deitic: 
Thirdly,neither yet accidentally ioined to the Perſon 
of the Sonne; but eſſentially concurring with it in one 
Perſon. 

Thirdly,the Words not changed , forthen ir could 
not be one with God, bur ſtill it retaineth the ſame 
Nature and properties. John 10.30, I and my Father 
am one. And r.Corint. 2,4, the Apoſtle calles him the 
Lord of Glorie : Neither is the Word debaſed thereby, 
L 4 but 
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bur continues ſtill in that excellent and infinite Digni- 
tic : neither yet aſſumed into the Manhood, bur the 
Manhood into it : Fourthly, nor eucr after did the 
Word torlake the Fleſh,no not in death, Philippians 2. 
Perſe 7.8. 

Fourthly,the Perſon was a compound Perſon, and 
yet but one Perſon,though he haue two Natures,and 
that is the Perſon of the Sonne of God, Luke 1.2 5. Marie 
is called the Mother of God, $4575 againſt Ne#toriws 
Y ozel. 45. As if God were in Chriſt onely as in the 
Saints,but more powerfully in him then in them. 

Fifthly,the Natures are not confounded, but really 
diſtinguiſhed in the ſame Perſon : neither ſecondly, 
was there athird Nature compounded of them both, 
as ſome Hereticks haue thought, as Enriches Yorel. 49. 
Ne#oriws, and Emtiches, though they differ in .hcir 
Hereſtes, yet cach of them ſtand on the ſame falſe 
ground, Namely, that euerie perfe& Naturc mult 
haue a perte HypoFaſis, and therefore, cither there 
muſt be two Perſons, faith Ne#orims, if there be two 
Natures; or elſe if there be but one Perſon, faith Entz- 
ches, then there is but one Nature. So much for the 
Rules, 

The Vles arethele. 

The firſt is for reproofe of thoſe that denie Chriſts 
comming or being in the Fleſh : For they doe not 
onely diſanull the Fleſh of Chriſt by irſelte in the ſe« 
cond point ; but much more his Incarnation in this 
third point, that he w4s made Fleſh, But the Text is 
plaine againſt ſuch, z. 1ohz 4, 2, That they which genie 
Chriits Incarnation, that he ts come in the Fleſh, they 
are not of God, but they are the Spirits of CAnti- 
ehrift, 

The 
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ant Chriſts Incarnation, yet withall they affirme 
the whole Trinitie is Incarnate, whereas the Text 
here reſtraines and appropriates the Incarnation to 
the Word, But ſay they,if the Godhead be vnitedto 
the Manhoad, then the whole Trinitie is Incarnate : 
forthe Godhead is equally and fully in euerie Perſon 
of the Trinitie. The anſwer is this, That it ismore 
properly ſaid, that God did aſſume our Fleſh, rather 
then the Godhead, Or it we doe ſay, his Godhead 
did aſſume the Manhood, vnderſtand ir with this limi- 
ration,that it is the Godhead in the ſecond Perſon the 
Sonne of God : for the Word is the name of his Per- 
ſon, It cannot be ſaid properly that thediuine Nature 
rooke the humane Nature, but that the Word. the (e» 
cond Perſon tooke our Fleſh, and ſo the divine 
Nature may be Incarnate in the Sonne, and not-in 
the Father, or the holy Ghoſt, becauſe that though 
they be one in Nature, yer the Godhead hath not the 
ſame ſubſiſtence inthe Father, and the holy Ghoſt, as 
in the Sonne, 


The third Vſe is this, Is Chriſt verie God and verie Y/e 3. 


Man in one Perſon © here thenis aſſurance of our re- 
concilement to God, that all vakindneſle is forgotten, 
and all our finnes forgiuen and buried, and all his dif- 
pleaſure done away, becauſe as we ſec here thar our 
Nature,and Gods owne bleſied Nature meete togeas» 
ther in the Perſon of Gods owne Sonne. Who can 
doubt, or why ſhould any diſtruſt of reconciliation 
with God, and of his fauour, (if he have Faith in 
Chriſt) ſecing the Vnion is alreadie made If it were 
to be done hereafter, then happily there might be 
ſome doubt and ſuſpition, though there ovght to be 

M nonc, 


The ſecond Vſe is againſtthoſe, who though they: ye 2; * 
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. none, becauſe we haue Gods promiſe for it, but being 


done alreadic it is paſt all doubr and feare. Bur you 
will ſay, Ir is true,that this prooues that Chriſt is re- 
conciled to God. But whar1s that to vs ? How doth 
this prooucthat Tam reconciled to God £ Yes, veric 
marerially :: For Chriſt did this for vs. If Chriſt the 
Firſt fraits be made one with God, then the Faithfull, 
the whole Lumpe are ſo too. He is the Head,and we 
are his Members ; It then our Nature be fully recon- 
ciled ro God in him our Head, rhen fo is it allo in vs 
his Members.” The Apoſtle,2.Cor.5.r9. ſaith,God was 
in Chrift reconciling the world to himſclfe : that is, 
God and Man met in Chriſt, is the reconciliation of 
the world, that is,of the Faithfull ro God. And Mar. 
1.:3. heis called Emmangel,that is, Goa with vs, He 
being Emmanuel in himſclfe, hath effeCted the ſame 
for vs,he hath made God one with vs,and vs one with 
God,he hath made him a friend and Father to vs,and 
vs to become friends and Sonnes of God. This is a 
matter of {ingular comfort to Gods Children : for as 
ſure as our Nature is met togcther in the Perſon of 
Chrift, ſo ſurely are we reconciled vnto God, Will 
you beleeue a thing ſhall be done, when there is a 
pledge giuen,and a pledge taken on both ſides 2 Why 
eres a pledge taken, and a pledge giuecn, to aſſure ys 
of this. Chriſt tooke our Nature as a pledge from vs, 
and to punt it out of all doubt, hath ginen ys his Spirir, 
as a pledge from him of our perfe&t reconciliation to 
God. What can a man have more, when God 
deales thus ſubſtantially with him © Doubr nor there. 
fore, but that vpon thy ſubmiſſion, in ſeeking it, belec- 
ung it, and obeying it, it ſhall be ſurely performed vn- 
to thee, 
Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, This ſhould teach vs therefore to labour ſe 4. 


to become one with God. God hath vouchſated to 
become one with thee, and wilt not thou labour to 
become one with Him * It was a great humbling and 
debaſing for him to become one with thee, and yet 
he did it meerely tor thy ſake. It is glone, and lite, 
and faluation for thee to be one with him; therefore, 
Letnot to ſeeke it for thine owne ſake,and neuer leaue 
ſeeking by praicr,and all holy endeauors and meanes, 
till thou haſt attained it. But you will ſay, How ſhall 
we atraine to become one with God ? I anſ{were, In 
Chriſt, belecuing, embracing, and caſting thy ſelfe 
confidently on Chriſt and his merits, and neuer ceaſe 
praying, and hearing,and conferring on Gods Word, 
till thou haſt attained this: and then doe not breake off 
this Vnion (by finning) after it is made: better it is for 
thee by many degrees to breake thine own heart,then 
to breake off this Von. 


Fifthly, This teacheth vs the dignitie and worthi- Ye 5. 


neſſe of all Chriſts doings and ſufferings, euen in the 
daics of his Fleſh, becauſe they wereall done and ſufe 
fered in the Perſon of the Sonne of God, and there- 
fore they muſtneeds be of infinite power againſt Sa- 
ran and finne,and of infinite recompence to the Law, 
and of infinite ſatisfation to Gods Iuſtice,and of in- 
finite merit for vs, and of infinite worthinefle before 
Gods Mercie Seat, yea,of infinite worthincſle before 
the Throne of Gods Iuſtice. So that if God the Fa- 
ther looke vpon the doings and ſufferings of his Son 
with the moſt pure eyes of his Iuſtice,he can finde no 
more fault with them (be it ſpoken with all reuererice 
ro the Father, and glorie to the Sonne) then with his 
owne Maicſtic, 
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Sixthly, This teacheth vs the infinite hainouſneſſe 
of ſinne, that cannor poſſibly be done away, but by 4 
Perſon of infinite worthineſle, euen as great as God 
himſelfe. Therefore let vs take heed of finne,and lex 
vsnot walkeafter the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, that 
ſo we may haue our part in the infinire'merirs of 
Chriſt, 

The third maine point to be conſidered in this 
Scripture, The Word was made Fleſh, was the Incarna- 
tion of the Sonne of God, wherein was propounded 
to be ſpoken : Firſt, of the phraſe,,age Fleſh - and ſe. 
condly,of the matter. Touching the phraſe, we heard 
that it went beyond all other places of Scripture, 
And for the matter, we propound fiue things to be 
handled in it :* Firſt, concerning the Act or worke 
done : Secondly, the manner of doing : Thirdly, the 
meanes : Fourthly, the time when it-was done : And 
laſtly,the conſequents of it being done. Of the three 
former we haue alreadic heard. Now it remaines, 
thar by the aſſiſtance of Gods Spirit we ſpcake of the 
ewo latter, the fourth and fifth, And for the preſent, 
the firſt to be ſpoken of, is the time or ſeaſon wherein 
it was done : And Inorethis point the rather, becauſe 
it pleaſeth the holy Ghoſt to note this circumſtance, 
Galath, 4. 4. In the fulneſſe of time God ſent his owne 
Sonne,&c, Where he ſpeakes of Chriſts Incarnation, 
and giues exprefſe notice of the time. Zccleſez. AU 
things under the Sunne haue their appointed time, (aith 
Solomon : Therefore this, which was the greatcſt 
worke that euer was done vnder the Sunne,muſt haue 
a conuenient time to be performed in, Ir is true, that 
in reſpet of Gods decree, it was done before all 
worlds. And it is as true in reſpec of the fruit and 
benefit 
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benefit of it tothe faithfull, that it hath beene from 
the beginning of the world, and theretorec he is cal- 
led the Lambe /laine from the beginning of the world, 
Reuel. 13.8. Allthe good that cuer hath betallen the 
faichfull cuen to their very Eleion, was beſtowed on 
them by God reſpectively to Chriſts Incarnation. 
But the reall and aCtuall performance of it, had a cer- 
tainetime aſſigned to it by Gods decree, and that in 
fingular wiſedome and mercy, and the time being 
come, this wotke was actually performed. How 
long it is {1nce, cucry one of vs knowes, 1623. Yeares, 
But how long it was from the beginning of the 
world to that time, is notſo certainly and preciſely 
knowne : yer it is certaine, that it was vnder 4000. | 
yeares, and aboue 3 goo. yearcs z we will conſider of | 
this time in ſome profitable reſpets, And firſt we | 
will conſider of it in reſpe of the ſtate of the whole | | 
world. Secondly, inreſpedt of the ſtate of the faith- | 
full. And thirdly, in reſpc& of the YVirgm Mary, | 
Firſt, we will conſider of it generally in reſpect of | 
the whole world ; For firſt at that time was cſtabl:ſh- | 
ed the moſt abſolute Morarchie that ever was inthe ,,,o, - | 
world, the Romane Empire : and was it not then a fit Dominum vo- 
time for the moſt abſolute Monarch of Leauen and — (| 
Þ. G nait, Chroe 
earth, God himſelfe to come into the world, and to ,,jy, | 
be manifeſted in the Fleſh? Secondly,then there was 
a general yniuerſall peace throughout the world ; and 
therefore a fir rime for the Prince of peace Jeſws 
Chriit to be borne and to come into the world, 
Thirdly, then idolatric and prophanenefle, and ge- 
nerally all finne was ar the higheſt, the whole world 
lay tumbling in wickednefle,as Saint 79/1 faith, 1.70h1 | 
5. 19, Cuen like Swine in the myre : and yas 1t net 
M 3 . high | 
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high time then for Chriſt to come into the world 
[ to cure finne? It isnot 4/2 time for the Fhi{irion rg 
1461 come, when the Patient 1s moſt ſicke 2 Chriſt he is 
Ul the Phiſitian , the World is the Patient , Sinne is the 
[i i diſeaſe ; andthe herght of finne the acipcratencſle of 
'F | thediſeaſe: was itnottime then for Ch; to come in- 
ii to the world, when the world was thus in the height 
li f and extremitie of finne ? 
| The ſecond reſpe 1s ſpecially becauſe of the 
14.79 Church orof the faithfull. Ir was a fit time in reſpeR 
1H of them; For firſt, arthis time the Prophecies and 
| Promiſes of Chriſts comming were neere at an end, 
| T he Sceptey was departed from Indah, the whole g0- 
Tv vernment of the Iewiſh Nation was abrogate from 
| che Royall Tribe, and tranſlated to the Romane Em- 
| peronrs and their Lientenants , and therefore it was 
| | time for Shiloh preſently to come as 7acob propheſied, 


| | Gen. 49. 10. The 70. weekes in Damels Prophecte, 
[18 Dan. 9g. 25, 26. Were now comming on apace, and 
i moſt of them expired, and therefore the Meſ74h was 


| ro come, and to l1ue here on earth, that at the full end 
| and expiration of them he might be {laine , and fo re- 
concile the iniquitie, and bring in euerlaſting righte- 
| Zaxchy d« ouſneſle, For God doth not onely performe promi- 
f' 1-4-7273» ſes and accompliſh propheſics in the Truth of the 
ll ol thing ; bur alſo inthe preciſe ſtrineſſe of the time, 
= he keepes touch for the very day and houre, Second. 
lh ly, and conſequently, the fairhfull people of God 
Il then aliue were gaping with 4u»gry Soules, like yong 
Rawens, forthe comming of the Meſſzah , they had 

long waited with old Simeon, Luke 2.25. forthe con- 

ſolation of Iſrael, and had now ſpread their Armes 
abroad to receiue and embrace the Saluation of os 
. Lord : 
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Lord: and when is meatc and drinke fo feaſonable, 
as when it is hungred and thirſted after * And then is 
the fitreſt time for God to beſtow his bleſſings on his 
choſen, when he hath opened their hands and hearts, 
and made them fit for the embracing of them. Now 
the faithfull hungred and thirſted tor the comming 
of Chriſt, and waited with ſtretched out Armes rea- 
dy to recciuc him ; and therefore in reſpe& of them, 
this was a fit time for God to giue Chriſt ynto them. 
Thirdly and laſtly, the faithfull were very ſcarce and 
few, the Church was crept into a corner, intoa few 
families, Religion was exceedingly decayed, the Do- 
Qrine of it depraued, Holineſle of life little regar- 
ded and lefle practiſed , and generally thoſe thar in 
ſhew moſt profelſt, the Scribes and Phariſces, were 
mcere formaliſts, and ſtarxe Hypocrites ; Gods wor- 
ſhip was corrupted by mans Traditions and Inuenti- 
ons: and was it notnow hjehtime for the head of the 
Church to ſhew forth himſelte, and to come perſo. 
nally and viſtbly amongſt them, to redreſle their man- 
ners, reforme his owne Truth, repaire the ruines of 
his Houſe, and to comfort the languiſhing members 
of his owne Body ? Surely this was the moſt fir 
time. 

Thirdly, we muſt conſider of thistime particular- 
ly in reſpe& of the YVirgim Marie, his blefled mother, 
and it was fit time in reſpe of hertoo z for Chriſt 
was preſently incarnate within her, ſo ſoone as euer 
thee beleencd the meſſage of the Angel, Zute 1. 31, 
not before, forall tfe while ſhe diſtruited and faid, 
how can this be * Chriſt was not conceiued in her: 
a diſtruſtfull heart diſinables from being partakers ot 
Gods promiſes : nor after ſhe belecucd was it deter- 
M 4 red. 
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red, Godis neuer behind hand with any , but that 
which he renders vs vpon our belceuing , he giues ſo 
ſoone as cuer wedoe belecue ; God had determined 
it, the Angel had acquainted her with it, that ſuch a 
thing ſhould be; there is nothing then lacking , but 
that ſhee conſent to it and embrace it: So foone as 
cuer ſhe belecued and obeyed, Luke 1.38. this ſacred 
Birth was concciued within her. Inote this the ra» 
ther, becauſe looke how it was with the YV77gi2 Mayy 


in her corporall conception of Chriſt ; right ſo it is . 


with vs, when we conceiue Chriſt ſpiritually in our 
hearts, ſo ſoone as cuer we belecue the promiſes of 
the Goſpel through him, Chriſt is preſently tramed 
and faſhioned within vs. | 

The fifth and laſt point is the conſcquents that did 
enſue ypon the Incarnationot Chriſt , I meane ſuch 
as did enſie ypon this vnion in regard of himlſelfe, 
For the conſequentsthat did enſue 1n regard of vs,are 
comprehended ynder the fourth generall head,name- 
ly, his mediation exccuted in and by this Incarnation, 
burthe conſequents to be con{1dered here, are ſuch 
as enſued in reſpect of Chriſt himſcite, and theſe may 
be called Graces, and they arc ſuch things as befel] the 
manhood of Chriſt ( forno ſuch things can befall his 
Godhead, nothing can grace it from man ) and theſe 
may be diſtinguiſhed into two ſorts : Firſt, ſome are 
called gitrs ; ſecondly , ſome may be called Royal- 
tics. 

And firſt for gifts ; vpon the vnion of the two Na- 
tures in Chriſt, many gifts befcll the ymanhood of 
Chriſt : for whereſocuer God is preſent in louc, he 
glues and that bountifully ; much more to that hu- 
mane Nature which himſelfe hath plgaſcd to —_ 
an 
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take vnto himſelfe. We will conſider of theſe gitts 
in theſe rwo reſpeRs : Firſt, what they were : Se- 
condly, in what meaſurethey were found in Chriſt, 
Firſt, what they were, euen all the good that the hu- 
mane Nature was capable of: theſe gitts were cither 
gifts of Bodie,or of Minde, Firſt, of the Body ; He 
had a comely countenance , a good complexion, a 
remperate conſtitutton,and ſcemely ſtature, Second- 
ly, of the Minde, a pregnant wit, fober affeions, 
ſtable memory , ſound iudgement, And though the 
Scripture doth not expreſlely ſpeake this ; yer reaſon 
requires it, that the nature aſlumed into the Holy per- 
ſon of the Sonne of God, ſhould be no whit infe- 
riour to any that cu& was of that kinde. Bur yetthe 
Scripture 1s not altogether ſilent inthis , cither for 
the Body, and therefore it is ſaid, Pſal. 45. 2. Thou 
art fairer then the Children of men, that is, He had a 
comely countenance, and good complexion : and 
howſocuer it be ſaid, ſa. 53. That hee had neither 
forme nor beautie , that is ſpoken in reſpect of the 
Tewes, that did not eſteeme h:ms, nor regard hive, but 
maligne him. And ſo in reſpe& of Soule too, it is 
ſaid, 1/a. 11.2,3+ T hat he had the ſpirit of wiſedome and 
wnderſtanding, the ſpirit of counſell and ſtrength, the 
ſpirit of knowledge, and the feare of the Lord, Orher 
places of Scripture ſpeake of the gifts of his Body 
and of his Soule together, as Luke 2. 40. Andthe 
child zrew,that is ſpoken of his Body;and he was filled 
with wiſedome, that is ſpoken of his Soule : and the 
52. Verſe, eſs increaſed in wiſedome, that is, the gift 
of his minde; and in ſtature, that is, in reſpec of his 
Body, And is fauour with God 4nd men , that isnot 


ſpoken of his outward endowments, for God lookes 
not 
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not vpon the countenance of a mans perſon , butthe 
meaning is, he had fuch excellent gifts and graces of 
minde, as Holineſſe, Wiſedome, and ſuch like, whereby 
he was in fauour both with God and men. We ſcc 
then how richly our Sauiour was furniſhed in him- 
ſelfe, not onely with the gifts of Nature , whereby 
he got fauour with men, but of Grace too, whereby 
he was in fauour with God, 70h» 1. 14, 16. Hee was 
full of grace., &c. Secondly , in what meaſure theſe 
gifts were found in him 2 I anſwere, Inan high and 
excellent degree, more then inany other, Pſal. 45. 2. 
T hou art fairer, &c. CAdam himſeclfe was not equall 
to Him, at the leaſt for the gifts of grace. Adam came 
farre ſhort of that knowledge, and wiſedome, and 
ynderſtanding wherewith the 924azhood of Chriſt 
was endowed, becauſe Adam had thele graces and 
git from God, Chr:ift had the preſence of the God. 
ead : his humane nature being vnired vnto. his God. 
head, had an excellencie aboue all others, and there- 
fore cxceller graces aboue others.Some haue thought 
that becauſe rhe humane nature was vnited to the 
Godhead in the perſon of Chriſt , that therefore it re. 
cetued infinite and vncreated knowledge and wiſe- 
dome,&c. therefore here we muſt marke this Rule, 
that he had all wiſedome and knowledge, &c. ſo farre 
as his manhood was capable of it, but his manhood 
was not capable of this, as he was man, he was a crea- 
ture, and thercfore we muſt ſtill keepe within the 
bounds of a creature; as we muſt not detract from his 
manhood, ſo we muſt notaddeto it. And therefore 
though vncreate and infinite knowledge and wiſe- 
dome were found in Him as he was God yet his 
m4nhood was not capable of ſuch infiniteneſle. 
| The 
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The ſecond point is concerning the Royaltics that 
befell the manhood of Chriſt, in reſpeRt of his Incar- 
nation. For where God is preſent, in fauour, and 
loue, he conterres great grace and glory onthem 
that he is preſent withall,much more where he is per- 
ſonaliy one with that which he is preſent with, as he 
is with C414, Theſe Royalties are foure. The firſt 
is a cohabitation or dwelling of the warhood with the 
Godhead : the (econd, is the cooperation and toynt 
working together of both : thethird, is the glorift- 
cation of the humane nature : And the fourth is,the 
Communication of propertics. 

The firſt Royaltic, is the Cohabitation or dwel- 
ling together of the manhood with the Godhead, that 
the manhood ſhould dwell vnder one roofe as it were 
with the glorious Maicſtie of God this is a great 
Royaltic, and of this the Apoſtle ſpeakes, Coloſſ.2.9. 
For in him awelleth all the fulneſſe of the Godhead bodi- 
ly. Which though it be ſpoken of the whole perſon 
of Chriſt, yet v9dily ſpecifics the honour that there- 
by the Fleſh or manhood is graced withall, Andit it 
be a great Royaltieto the faithfull, for God todwell 
in them by his Spirit; then much more is this a great 
Royaltic, that God ſhould dwell perſonally in Chriſt, 

The ſecond Royaltie,is the Cooperation and joynt 
working together of both, like fellow and fellow 
well met, (it I may fo ſpeake,) For howſoeuer the 
Deiticis infinitely greater then the Manhood ; yer it 
dealcs not with it, as great men are wont to doe with 
lefſe, ro {way all themſclues : but the Godhead per- 
mits and giues way tothe inferiour nature, the Man- 
hood. Fiſt, inthat it ſuffers it to doc, and to worke 
according to its owne kinde. Secondly, in that it 
N 2 quickens; 
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quickens,ſuſteines, and aſſiſts the Manhood to wotke, 


2aveby de in- Thirdly, the Godhead ioynes and concurres often- 


4 
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| camar 859, times with the Manhood in one and the ſame worke; 
Stardpingy 
1774au, 


hence itis, thatthe Actions of Chriſt are called T he 
anaricall Actions, not onely becauſe the ſame perſon 
doth them being both God and man, but becauſe the 
Actions of the Godhead doe lend their power to 
the Actions of the Manhood, and the Attions of the 
Manhood are ſeruiceable Inſtruments vato them. As 
when he walked on the Sea, Math. 14. 25. it was an 
action of his Manhood ro walke , but that he walked 
on the waters, this is an Action of. his Godhead con- 
curring therewithall, So hkewiſc in raiſing Lazarus 
from the dead, ir was an action of his Manhood, to 
call him ; but it was an Action of his Godhead, to 
give him power to riſe out of the graue. So we ſee, 
this is a great Royaltie to the humane nature of 
Chriſt, nor onely to be acquainted, and to dwell to- 
octher with the diuine naturez bur alſo that they 
doeoft times concurre together in one and the fame 
worke, 

The third Royalrie, is the Glorification of the hu- 
mane nature with the glory of the diuine nature, for. 
aſmuch as after the ReſurreQion and Aſcenſion, it 
was glorified with the glory of the Godhead, ſo farre 
as it was capable of it. /obz 17. 5. This glory Chriſt 
prayed for, Father, g/orifie me with the elory I had 
with thee, before the world was, that is, with the glory 
of rhe Godhead: & ſo it was performed. 1.T /m2. 1.16, 
And receiued 71 ints the glory, and fo it ſhall continue 
tothe end of the world, for Chriſt ſhall come to 
Iudgement in the glory of God the Father. Mat. 16, 
27. So we fce that this is a wonderfull Royahic , 
namely, 
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namely, the exaltation of the humane Nature to the 
gloric of the divine Nature. Bur ſtill we muſt keepe 
within theſe bounds, thar is, as I ſaid before,that it is 
exalred to the glorie of the Godhead fo farre as it is 
capable of it. The Manhood is finite, and therefore 
not capable of infinice Glorie : but yer the humane 
Nature of Chriſt is infinicely more glorious,then the 
Nature of all Men, or Angels, or other Creatures 
whatſocuer, 

The fourth and laſt Royalty,is the communication 
of properties, This is a hard point : ſome properties 
belong tro the Godhcad,ſome to the Manhood,and 
theſe are communicated to each Nature. Thoſe that 
are peculiar to the humane Nature areathrmed of the 
Diuine : and thoſe that are peculiar to the divine Na- 
ture are affirmed of the Humane. Communication 
of properties, is this,that Chriſt God,giues the Titles 
of the Diuine properties to Chriſt Man and receives 
the Titles of the Humane properties of Chriſt-Man. 
You muſt vnderſtand,that this is not done in deed, by 
way of communication betwixt the Natures,but on- 
ly by way of affirmation of the whole Perſon. As 
for example : It is the propertic of Chriſt-God,to be 
Immortall ; and of Chriſt-Man, to be Mortall. And 
yer Chriſt- God may be ſaid to be Mortal,and Chriſt- 
Man may be ſ:id to be Immortal. And this we may 


ſay without bluſhing, Predicatione tantum, ſe d veri(ſt- 7 my de in- 
me & realiſſime quia Chriftus ſabſiſtit in Viraque mar. 10.05 
42» 


o0rma, 


We will make it plaine in an obſeruation , and that Dgg7rine. 


is this, namely, That howſocuer the Godhead ard 
Manhood in Chriſt,are two diſtin Natures,cuen at- 


ter the Vnion, and that each Nature retains their ſe- 
N 2 ucrall 
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ucrall workes and properties, yet notwithſtanding, 
that which belongs to cither of the Natures, is aſcri. 
bed to the whole Perſon of Chrilt,and that in regard 
of both Natures. Examples will make it cleare. And 
firſt, I will giue you examples out of the Scripture, 
where the Humane properties are aſcribed to Chriſt- 
God : And ſecondly,where the Diuine propertics are 


- aſcribed ro Chriſt-Man. Firſt, where the Humane 


propertics are aſcribed to Chriſt-God, as .H@, 20,28, 
God purchaſed his Church with his owne Blood, Blood is 
proper to Chriſt-Man, not to Chriſt-God, yer here it 
15 attributed to Chriſt- God by communication of 
properties. The like you ſhall finde in other places, 
Adt.z3.15, And killed the Lord of Life, 1.Cor.2.8, Cru- 
cified the Lord of Glorie, It is proper to Chriſt-Man 
to be killed and crucified: to Chriſt-God to be 
Lord of Life, and Lord of Glorie,and yet here by 
communication of propertics, it is attributcd to 
Chriſt-God ro be killed & crucified, who is the Lord 
of Life and Glorie. Secondly,the Diuine properties 
are aſcribed ro Chriſt-Man, Luke 1.43. The Mothey of 
my Lord. Marie was Chriſts Mother as he was Man, 
bur yet by communication of properties, ſhe is cal- 
led The Mother of God, or of the Loyd, which is the 
Title of his Godhead. And fo, 1ohn 6.62. What then 
if you [hould ſee the Sonne of Man aſcend where he was 
before: Why,his Manhood was not in Heauen before, 
but his Godhead. Bur this is ſpoken by communica- 
tion of properties, whereby that which is proper to 
his Godhead, is attributed ro his Manhood. I will 
make it plaine by an example. A M.n conſiſtcth of 
Body and Seule : the Soule is ſpirituall,the Body cor- 
porzll : now you may fay of a Man, that he is both 

| Spiritual] 
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Spirituall and Corporall, becauſe he confifts of both 
in one Perſon : And {o you may ſay of Chriſt-God 
that he is Mortall, and of Chriſt- Man that he is Im- 
mortall,becauſe he 15 God and Manin one Perſon. 
The Reaſon of the point is, and thcre is but this Reaſon, 
- ow —_— 
one.; becauſe of the oneneſle of the Perfon,that he is 
both God and Man in one Perſon. Hence the proper- 
ties of the one, are afhrmed of the other ; as in that 
Similitude, which I gaue you before, becauſe a Man 
conſiſts of Soule and Body, that which belongs to ci- 
ther may be truly affirmed of the whole Man,becauſe 
he doth containe both in one Perſon, And {o it is in 
Chriſt, becauſe he is one in Perſon, therefore the pro- 
pertics that belong to either Nature, may be attribu- 
ted to whole Chriſt, 
The Vſes are theſe, | 
Firſt, This ſhould teach vs that we ſhould not ſtum- Yſer. | 
ble at any of theſe phraſes of ſpeech, when we mecte 
with them in the Scripture ; as if there were any con- 
fuſion of Natures,or abſurdity in ſpeech;but we muſt 
thinke them the fitteſt , and trueſt, and moſt proper 
ſpeech thar can be vſed, to expreſle the meaning of 
the holy Ghoſt, Yea,but you will ſay, How can con- 96;e, 
traries be affirmed of one and the ſame Subſtance ? 
Ic is true, it cannot in one and the ſame reſpect, but in 4,f 
diuers reſpe@s it may. Chriſt is viſible and inuiſible, peecodem (+4 
bur not in one and the ſame reſpect : he is viſible in” /cemdum 
reſpect of his humane Nature; bur inuiſible in reſpet 
of his diuine Nature. 
Another exception may be here made, and thar is 0bjec?, 
this : If ir be in forme of ſpeech only,and not in truth 
of thething,it is but falſhood and deceipt. Yes, it is A»ſ. 


{0 in thetruth of the thing roo, in regard of the Per- 
ſon 


ObiefF. 


Anſw. 
It is onely 
1 concrero, 


HOrunTue 
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ſon of whom ir is affirmed, though in regard of the 
other Nature, it be but verball, 

Yea, but thirdly, you will ſay, May I not ſay then, 
his Manhood is his Godhead, and his Godhead is his 
Manhood 2 I anfwere,No,you may ſafely ſay in the 
Concrete, that Chriſt-God is Man, or Chriſt-Man 
is God : but notin the abſtra,thar Chriſts Manhood 
is his Godhcad,or his Godhead is his Manhood : no, 
not though one be vſed in the concrete, the other in 


moe j2wfi the abſtract,as to ſay, Chriſt-God-is the Manhood,or 


CEfar perf 04 
Cbrift1,de ca 


predicentur 


que ſunt viti- 


rſque forme, 


Chriſts Godhead is Man, nor contrarie, Bur we may 
ſay, Chriſt-God is Man, and Chriſt-Man is God, for 
then we ſpcake in the concrete of the Perſon, which 
is one, But when we ſpeake of the Godhead alone, or 
of the Manhood alone in the abſtraR, then we ſpeake 
of the Natures, and they are the ſame ſtill, We can- 
not ſay, his Manhood is viſible and inuiftble, nor that 
his Godhead is viſible and inuifible roo. But we may 
ſay, Chriſt-Man is viſible and inuiſible, and Chriſt- 
God is viſible and inuiſible,for then we ſpeake of the 
Perſon, but we muſt not ſingle out the Natures. I may 
ſay of my (elfe,that I am Spirituall and Bodily ; but I 
cannot fay of my Soule alone,that it is Spirituall and 
Bodily ; nor likewiſe of my Body alone,that it is Bo- 
dily and Spirituall; for that which may be athrmed of 
the Perſon,cannot be affirmed of the Nature. Theſe 
phraſes are vſaall in the Scripture, and therefore I 
would haue you take notice of them. Our Sauiour 
hath ſuch a ſpecch in 70h. 6.62. What they if you ſhould 
ſee the Sonne of Man aſcend vp wherthe was before ? 
There you muſt ynderſtand, that it is ſpoken by com- 
munication of properties,as if he had ſaid thus, What 
if you ſhould ſee Chriſt,who is verie Man, _ vp 
where 
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where his Perſon was before : he doth not ſay, where 
his Nature the Manhood was before ; bur becauſe he 
was there beforc in regard of one of his Natures, the 
Godhead : therefore this may be faid of both,inre- 
ſpeR of his Perſon. 


The laſt Vſe, is matter of ſingular comfor: to all Vſe 2. 


Gods children : for as it is in his owne perſcn betwixt 
the Godhead &rhe Manhood;ſo it is in ſome meaſure 
alſo in his mediation betwixt God and vs, he being 
the Sonne of God, very God, tooke ourtirle on him, 
The Sonne of man, became very man, bare our ſinnes, 
and taſted our infirmities, and endured our puniſh- 
ment ; that which was ours he recciued, and it was 
truly tranſlated vnto him ; and he giues vnto vs his 
Titles, the ſornnes of God, heires and coheires with him- 
ſelfe: And therefore ſeeing Chriſt hath taken'my 
ſinnes, and my infirmities ypon him, they ſhall neuer 
be more able ro condemne me, then they are to con- 
demne him ; if there be no condemnation to Chriſt, 
neither is there any condemnation to them that be in 
Chriſt. And likewiſe his righteouineſſe ſhall iuſtifie 
me inthe preſence of God, as he himſelfe is juſtified, 
And ſo muchof the third generall point in the Text, 
namely, the incarnation of Chriſt. 

The fourth generall point, (andthat is but a by- 
thing in reſpeR of the Text) is the bencfit of Chriſts 
Incarnation,namely, his mediation which was execu- 
ted inand by his Incarnation: for this is the end there- 
of in reſpe of vs, 1. Tim. 1.15. This #atrne ſaying, 
and by all meanes worthy to be recezued, that Chyiit Teſs 
came into the world to ſaue ſinners, All the doings and 
ſufferings of Chriſt doe concurre to this worke, 
namely, his mediation, to bring vs to God. And all 

O the 


Doctrine, 


Reaſon " 


Reaſon 2, 
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the benefits that we receiue by Chriſt, aſfificatio#, 
Redemption, InterceJ1on, oc, are comprehended vn. 
der this Title, namely,his Mediation, And the whole 
office of Chriſt is fignificantly expreſſed by this one 
word, Chriſts Mediation, God and we were at vari- 
ance, Chriſt he interpoſed himſclfe betwixt God 
and vs, as a Mediatourto make peace and attonement 
for vs. Why, butthen you will ſay, He is Mediator 
to himſelfe, for he is God 2 I anſwere, Why not 7 the 
Apoſtle faith ſoin the 2, Coy. 5, 19, God was in Chriſt 
reconciling the world to himſe!fe, 

Hence we may draw thts obſcruation, namcly , 
That Icſus Chriſt, TheWord made Fleſh, is Mediatour 
betwixt God and man in both Natures, A. 20. 28. 
God purchaſed his Church with his owne blood. Ged 
purchaſed, there is his Godhead : with his owne blood, 
there is his Manhood. So he is called Emmanuel, that 
is, God with ws, Math.1, 23. He is one with God, and 
one with vs, to m2diate betwixt God and vs. 

The Reaſons arc theſe, Firſt, Chriſt muſt die for 
vs, therefore man mediates ; and he muſt riſe againe, 
therefore God mediates, Rom.1. 4. Hedeclared him- 
felfe mightily to be the Sonxe of God, by the Reſurredti. 
on from the dead, 2. Cor. 13. 4. He was crucificd con. 
cerning his infirmitie, yet lineth he through the power of 
God. 

Secondly, He mult ſuffer, and he muſt oucercome, 
Heb. 2. 14+ For 4s much 45 the children were partakers 
of fleſh and blood, he himfelfe alſs tooke part with them, 
thai he might deſtroy through death , him that had the 
power of death, that is, the denill. So likewiſe he muſt 
beare ourſtripes,and heale vs by them, 7/a., 3. 5.thcre- 
fore he muſt mediate for ys in both natures, as he is 
God and man, Laſtly, 
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Laſtly,lr is a part of his mediatorſhip, ro heare our Reaſon 7. 


prayers, and forgiue vs our ſins, as well as to pray for 
vs,and to bcare our ſinncs, 


The firſt Vie is againſt Papiſts, that exclude the ſe 7, 


Godhead of Chriſt,as formale principium in his medi- 
ation, that ſay, that only dignifies and makes his Acti- 
ons of value, but doth nothing in the worke: but wee 
ſay,he pertormes the worke of mediation in both na- 
tures, Roms. 1.4. He declares himſelfe mightily to be the 
So of God, by the reſurreftion from the dead. But the 
Papiſts thinke they hit it home, when they bring that 
place, Tim,2.5, T here s but one mediator betwixt God 
and man,the man Chy:it Teſs, Therefore ſay they,he is 
mediator in his Manhood only. Burt we denie the rea- 
ſon: for this is ſpoken by the Rule of communication 
of properties,and is meant of his Perſon,not his Man- 
hood:1t he had faid the Manhood,it had beeneplain , 
bur he ſaith #242, therefore it is meant of his Perſon, 
that is verie God and veric Man. 


. ! __ 
Secondly, This reacheth vs to renounce all other F/e 2. 


Mediatours which are not God : for either we muſt 
make them Gods that we make our Mediators (as the 
Papiſts doe by confequent, m that they make them 
ſearchers of the heart ) or elie they can beno Media- 
rors. If they be Mediators,they muſt be Redeemers 
t00,1,T im.2.5,0. Therethey are ioyned together,one 
Mediatour betwixt God and man, the man Chri#t Ieſws , 
ho gaue himſelfe a ranſome, &Fc. None can ranſome 
vs; but Icfus Chriſt, and therefore none can mediate 
for vs, bus he. 


Thirdiy, This teacheth vs that Chrilt is intirely 77 3- 


ours, both his Godhead and his Manhood, and all that 


he hath done in both Natures, in the worke of his 
0 2 medi- 
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mediation,being moſt perfeR,entire,and all-ſufficient, 
1s alſo ours. And therefore we ſhould caſt our ſ{clues 
wholly.ypon him, and ſtrengthen our Faith in him, 
aſſnring our ſelues, that we are fully reconciled to 
God in him : For whatthe Manhood could not do in 
the worke of our mediation,that the Godhezd 
did : and therefore let vs reſt wholy and 
onely vpon him, as ypon a moſt 
perfect 'Mediatour. 
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